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“What’s the value of the humanities? I 
believe they are as precious as a Yogo 
sapphire set in a band of pure gold.  !ey 
are equal to the bounty of the land and 
the power of our rivers, air, and minerals.  
!ey connect us, protect us, and speak to 
us of beauty and history and the wonder 
of being human.  Montana, our home, is a 
naturally beautiful, welcoming place—it’s 
somehow #$ing that the phrase Big Sky 
Country was inspired by a book.”

--William Marcus, Board Chair

revenue sources 

$582,379 National Endowment 
 for the Humanities
$109,067 Other Grants
$21,655 Contributions
$8,894 Program Income
$3,642 Other

$725,637

                      expenses

 Humanities Programs  $353,765
 Grants $200,439
 Administration $135,754
 Fund Raising $25,704
 

  $715,662

HUMANITIES   
MONTANA  

STAFF
Ken Egan
Executive Director
 
Kim Anderson
Associate Director of Programs

Samantha Dwyer
O!ce Manager

Ken Stolz
Associate Director of Administration

by the Numbers, 2010

�r��143 communities served

�r��68 partners in programs

�r��$187,000 awarded in grants

�r��44 grant recipients

�r��145 Speakers Bureau programs

�r��112 reading and discussion events

�r��7 book festivals around the state

�r��135 presenters at the Humanities Montana 
Festival of the Book

�r��19,143 visits to the Humanities 
Roundtable, a humanities social network
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ÒHumanities programs have 
been a great opportunity for 
those in far eastern Montana to 
getÉexposure to programs that 
would not be available to them. 
It has been a life saver here in 
eastern Montana. We thank  
you for making them available 
to us.Ó

-  2010 survey respondent

re!ections west

Ò!e episodes are accessible to 
everyone, not preaching one 
point of view, but allowing 
the listener to make myriad 
connections among our 
disparate lives. . . . I have never 
heard such literary beauty and 
range presented in such a short 
format.Ó 

 -  Melissa Kwasny

Montana has an extraordinary 

literary tradition, yet sometimes 

itÕs hard to slow down to take in 

those wonderful words. Reßections 

West, a radio program funded 

by Humanities Montana, gives 

Montanans the chance to do just 

that. Each week the program 

features a different contributor who 

offers a two-minute reßection on a 

western theme, paired with a short 

passage of literature. ÒWe are 

creating a far-reaching program 

that puts beautiful passages of 

literature into the airwaves, into 

the cars, homes, and lives of 

people who may not be inclined to 

seek out literature,Ó says program 

creator Lisa Simon.

letters about literature

ÒYour writing program has 
become a yearly event in my 
classroom. It began as one more 
assignment in which children 
were expected to address their 
feelings about the books they 
were readingÉit has taken on 
a value far greater than any 
single assignment. It facilitates 
a powerful reading/writing 
connection, true, but even more 
important, it opens doors to 
many valuable conversations in 
our classroom about personal 
experience and the way we see 
the world.Ó

-  Laurie Kester, Hawthorne Elementary 
School, Bozeman

Letters About Literature invites 

students to write to an author 

whose work has changed them. 

This year over 600 young  

writers in Montana wrote to  

their favorite authors, and over 

100 received certiÞcates of  

honor and other prizes. 

chairman LeachÕs visit

ÒMany Montanans would 
welcome a return to civility. But 
what can one person, even one 
as eloquent as Leach, do to turn 
back the tide of vitriol?  Each 
one of us can be that person 
. . . . LetÕs respect each otherÕs 
opinions but insist that everyone 
respect the facts,Ó

-  Billings Gazette editorial

Folks are passionate about their 

views on culture and politics and 

sometimes in can be difÞcult to 

practice civility and grace.

In September, Jim Leach, Chairman 

of the National Endowment for the 

Humanities, visited Billings to share 

his vision of ÒCivility in a Fractured 

Society.Ó  He also participated 

in a Gracious Space community 

gathering at the Western 

Heritage 

Center.  

humanities roundtable

ÒI found articulate, good people 
and a "ne poem. I became 
upli#ed because I could connect 
with thinking people in the 
stateÉ!ank you.Ó 
-  member of the Humanities Roundtable

Montana is a small town with long 

streets.  Sometimes itÕs hard for 

neighbors to get together to talk 

about issues and books that matter.

The Humanities Roundtable, 

an internet site devoted to the 

humanities, allows all Montanans 

to learn and reßect together online 

through conversations focused on 

literature, history, philosophy, and 

public affairs.  

 ÒWe love Humanities Montana 
. . .and [the] great advice 
and support we get. Without 
Humanities Montana we 
could NEVER do this, and itÕs 
become a signi"cant part of 
HelenaÕs literary life. !ank you 
Humanities Montana!Ó 

- an organizer of the Helena  
Festival of the Book
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been a great opportunity for 
those in far eastern Montana to 
get…exposure to programs that 
would not be available to them. 
It has been a life saver here in 
eastern Montana. We thank  
you for making them available 
to us.”

-  2010 survey respondent

re!ections west

“!e episodes are accessible to 
everyone, not preaching one 
point of view, but allowing 
the listener to make myriad 
connections among our 
disparate lives. . . . I have never 
heard such literary beauty and 
range presented in such a short 
format.” 

 -  Melissa Kwasny

Montana has an extraordinary 

literary tradition, yet sometimes 

itÕs hard to slow down to take in 

those wonderful words. Reßections 

West, a radio program funded 

by Humanities Montana, gives 

Montanans the chance to do just 

that. Each week the program 

features a different contributor who 

offers a two-minute reßection on a 

western theme, paired with a short 

passage of literature. ÒWe are 

creating a far-reaching program 

that puts beautiful passages of 

literature into the airwaves, into 

the cars, homes, and lives of 

people who may not be inclined to 

seek out literature,Ó says program 

creator Lisa Simon.

letters about literature

“Your writing program has 
become a yearly event in my 
classroom. It began as one more 
assignment in which children 
were expected to address their 
feelings about the books they 
were reading…it has taken on 
a value far greater than any 
single assignment. It facilitates 
a powerful reading/writing 
connection, true, but even more 
important, it opens doors to 
many valuable conversations in 
our classroom about personal 
experience and the way we see 
the world.”

-  Laurie Kester, Hawthorne Elementary 
School, Bozeman

Letters About Literature invites 

students to write to an author 

whose work has changed them. 

This year over 600 young  

writers in Montana wrote to  

their favorite authors, and over 

100 received certiÞcates of  

honor and other prizes. 

chairman LeachÕs visit

“Many Montanans would 
welcome a return to civility. But 
what can one person, even one 
as eloquent as Leach, do to turn 
back the tide of vitriol?  Each 
one of us can be that person 
. . . . Let’s respect each other’s 
opinions but insist that everyone 
respect the facts,”

-  Billings Gazette editorial

Folks are passionate about their 

views on culture and politics and 

sometimes in can be difÞcult to 

practice civility and grace.

In September, Jim Leach, Chairman 

of the National Endowment for the 

Humanities, visited Billings to share 

his vision of ÒCivility in a Fractured 

Society.Ó  He also participated 

in a Gracious Space community 

gathering at the Western 

Heritage 

Center.  

humanities roundtable

“I found articulate, good people 
and a "ne poem. I became 
upli#ed because I could connect 
with thinking people in the 
state…!ank you.” 
-  member of the Humanities Roundtable

Montana is a small town with long 

streets.  Sometimes itÕs hard for 

neighbors to get together to talk 

about issues and books that matter.

The Humanities Roundtable, 

an internet site devoted to the 

humanities, allows all Montanans 

to learn and reßect together online 

through conversations focused on 

literature, history, philosophy, and 

public affairs.  

 “We love Humanities Montana 
. . .and [the] great advice 
and support we get. Without 
Humanities Montana we 
could NEVER do this, and it’s 
become a signi"cant part of 
Helena’s literary life. !ank you 
Humanities Montana!” 

- an organizer of the Helena  
Festival of the Book
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Julie Dial*
Debra Earling
Terry & Ken Egan*
Bruce Ennis 
Carolyn K. Ennis**
Stephen L. Fenter**
Roberta Ferron**
Barry Ferst**
Paul Filice!i*
Anne Frugoli
Hap Gilliland
Margaret Gorder
Yvonne** &  
 Je" Gritzner
A.R. Hagener
Diana J. Hammer
V. Lee Harrison
Sue Hart

Jim Heckel**
Patricia Helvey
Char Henson
Joan Ho"**
Linda Hoines
Molly K. Holz
Carla Homstad-Lakes
Linda Hoover
Jana &  
 Charles Hood**
Be!e L. Hull
Chere Jiusto &
  Jim Robbins
Danell Jones**
William P. Jones*
Linda K. Karell*
Edrienne Ki!redge
Donna & Jim Koch

Becca Kohl &  
 Kirby Lambert
Tom Kotynski*
Clair** & Tom Leonard
Charlene Loge**
Esther Mackintosh
William Marcus*
Ellen & Richard 
  Marshall
Judy A. Mathre
George McMurray
Megan McNamer 
Twylla McPherson**
Helen Guthrie Miller
Marvin Morgenstein
Muncie E. Morger
Kathleen Mulvahill
Susan R. Near*

Claire R. Oakley &  
 Bruce Wendt
Anne!e OÕLeary- 
 Coggins
Jean A. Owen
Lawrence K. Pe!it*
Christopher Pinet**
Marvin Quinlan Jr.
Kathleen Ralph*
Will Rawn*
Bernard Rose
Lee Rostad**
June & Je"rey Sa"ord**
Joseph S. Sample**
Eileen Sansom**
Jim Shanley*
Nancy & Lee Silliman
Pat & Don Simmons

Richard S. Sims
Corby Skinner**
Frederick W. Skinner**
Sheila & Hal Stearns**
Ken Stolz*
Carol Lee Swager
Susan & John Talbot
Carol M. Tetrault
Marlene Tetrault
Dr. J.W. #iessen
Jennifer Je"ries  
 #ompson**
Ruth Towe*
Christine Walrath
Lois Welch
Nicolet G. Whearty**
Richard S. Wheeler
Be!y Whiting

Gayle & Bruce  
 Whi!enberg*
Nancy Widdicombe**
Bonnie Williamson**

* CURRENT BOARD AND STAFF  
** FORMER BOARD AND STAFF

ORGANIZATIONS
Barnes & Noble Booksellers
Billings Unitarian Universalist  
 Fellowship
Blaine County Library
Book Publishers Northwest
City of Great Falls
Clearwater National Forest
CM Russell Museum
Columbia Falls Library Association
Chief O$cers of State Library
CutBank Literary Magazine
Daly Mansion Preservation Trust
Dennis & Phyllis Washington  
 Foundation
Eastern Montana Celtic Commi!ee

Elling House Arts &  
 Humanities Center
Emerson Center for the Arts & 
  Culture
Farcountry Press
Federation of State Humanities  
 Councils
First Interstate Bank
Fresh Metaphors
Friends of Literacy Broadus
Friends of Sheridan County Library
Friends of Silverbow Public Library
Friends of the Historical Museum at  
 Fort Missoula
Friends of the Je"erson County  
 Museum
Friends of the Lewistown  
 Public Library

Friends of the Library, Columbus
Friends of the Library, Lewistown
Friends of the Library, Scobey
Friends of the Madison  
 Valley Public Library
Friends of the Whitehall  
 Community Library
Friends of the Kohrs  
 Memorial Library
Front Street Capital Management
Gallatin WomenÕs Club
Grandma Georgie Books
Great Falls Public Library
Harlowton High School
High Desert Journal
Historic Crail Ranch
Je"erson County
Judy & Donald Mathre Trust

Lewis & Clark Interpretive  
 Association
Lewis & Clark Library
Lewistown Area Chamber  
 of Commerce
Lost Horse Press
Meagher County Historical  
 Association, Inc.
Missions United, Inc.
Missoula County Public Schools
Missoula Federal Credit Union
Missoula Public Library
Missoula Public Library Foundation
Missoula Writing Collaborative
Missouri Headwaters State Park
Mondak Historical & Arts Society
Montana Arts Council
Montana First Credit Union

Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
Montana Historical Society
Montana State University  -Northern
Montana Storytelling Roundup
Mountain Press Publishing
Museum of the Beartooths
Paci%c Northwest Chapter of the  
 American Society for Indexing
Park County Friends of the Arts
Phillips County Historical Society
PompeyÕs Pillar Historical 
  Association
Portage Route Chapter of the  
 Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage  
 Foundation
Powder River Chamber of  
 Commerce
 

Red Lodge Public Schools
 Reunion 97
Rocky Mountain College
Rosebud County Library
Shakespeare & Co.
Stoneydale Press Publishing Co.
Sunburst Community Foundation
#e Center for the Book in  
 the Library of Congress
#e Crossings&A St. JohnÕs 
  Lutheran Ministeries Community
#e Historical Museum at  
 Fort Missoula
#e Pleiades Foundation
#e University of Montana  
 Foundation
TravelerÕs Rest Preservation &  
 Heritage Association

Unitarian Univeralist Fellowship  
 of Missoula
University of Nebraska Press
Upper Musselshell Historical  
 Society
US Bank, Missoula
White%sh Review
Wisdom From #e Streets

DONORS

Virginia Allen
Kim Anderson* & Neil McMahon
Lois & Chuck Anderson
Sidney Armstrong*
Rose Marie Aus**
Michael Bechard

Jean E. Belangie-Nye
Lynne & Herbert Benz
Debra Bernardi**
Julie & Ron Bibler**
Anneke Jan Boden**
Rosemary Boston
Arleen Boyd
Bonnie Bowler**
Glenda & Stan Bradshaw
Carol A. Bronson
Linda & Brian Cockhill*
Sco! Crichton
Jean Lemire Dahlman**
Margaret S. Davis** in  
 honor of Jamie &
 Jock Dogge!
Shari & Bob Dayton
Pa!y DeanFI
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