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Humanities Montana will enrich the lives of all Montanans
by fostering inquiry and stimulating civil and informed conversations

about the human experience.
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letters about literature

...............................

OYour writing program has
become a yearly event in my
classroom. It began as one mor
assignment in which children
were expected to address their
feelings about the books they
were readingEit has taken on

a value far greater than any
single assignment. It facilitates
a powerful reading/writing
connection, true, but even more
important, it opens doors to
many valuable conversations in
our classroom about personal
experience and the way we see
the worldO

- Laurie Kester, Hawthorne Elementar
School, Bozeman

LettersAbout Literature invites
students to write to an author
whose work has changed them.
This year over 600 young
writers in Montana wrote to
their favorite authors, and over
100 received certibcates of
honor and other prizes.
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chairman LeachQOs visit
OMany Montanans would
welcome a return to civility. But
what can one person, even one
as eloquent as Leach, do to tur
back the tide of vitriol? Each
one of us can be that person

.. .. LetOs respect each other(
opinions but insist that everyone

respect the factsO
- Billings Gazette editorial

Folks are passionate about their
views on culture and politics and
sometimes in can be difbcult to
practice civility and grace.

In September, JimLeach, Chairman
of the National Endowment for the
Humanities, visited Billings to share
his vision of OCivility in a Fractured
Society.O He also participated

in a Gracious Space community
gathering at the Western

Heritage
Center. £ % :'

Becca Kohl & Claire R. Oakley &
Kirby Lambert Bruce Wendt

Tom Kotynski* Annette O’Leary-

Clair** & Tom Leonard Coggins

Charlene Loge**
Esther Mackintosh
William Marcus*
Ellen & Richard

Jean A. Owen
Lawrence K. Pettit*
Christopher Pinet**
Marvin Quinlan Jr.

Marshall Kathleen Ralph*
Judy A. Mathre Will Rawn*
George McMurray Bernard Rose
Megan McNamer Lee Rostad**

Twylla McPherson**
Helen Guthrie Miller
Marvin Morgenstein
Muncie E. Morger
Kathleen Mulvahill
Susan R. Near*

June & Jeffrey Safford**
Joseph S. Sample**
Eileen Sansom**

Jim Shanley*

Nancy & Lee Silliman
Pat & Don Simmons

OWe love Humanities Montana
.. .and [the] great advice

and support we get. Without
Humanities Montana we

could NEVER do this, and itOs
become a signi“cant part of
HelenaOs literary life. lank you

Humanities Montana!O
- an organizer of the Helena
Festival of the Book
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been a great opportunity for
those in far eastern Montana to
get...exposure to programs that
would not be available to them.
It has been a life saver here in
eastern Montana. We thank
you for making them available

to us.”

ORGANIZATIONS
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“Humanities programs have

- 2010 survey respondent

humanities roundtable

...............................

“I found articulate, good people
and a fine poem. I became

uplifted because I could connect
with thinking people in the

state... Thank you.”
- member of the Humanities Roundtabl

Montana is a small town with long
streets. Sometimes itOs hard for
neighbors to get together to talk
about issues and books that matter.
The Humanities Roundtable,

an internet site devoted to the
humanities, allows all Montanans
to learn and reRRect together online
through conversations focused on
literature, history, philosophy, and
public affairs.

relections west

“The episodes are accessible to
everyone, not preaching one
point of view, but allowing

the listener to make myriad
connections among our
disparate lives. . . . I have never
heard such literary beauty and

range presented in such a short

format.”
- Melissa Kwasny

Montana has an extraordinary
literary tradition, yet sometimes
itOs hard to slow down to take in
those wonderful words. Re3ections
West, a radio program funded

by HumanitiesMontana, gives
Montanans the chance to do just
that. Each week the program
features a different contributor who
offers a two-minute ref3ection on a
western theme, paired with a short
passage of literature. We are
creating a far-reaching program
that puts beautiful passages of
literature into the airwaves, into
the cars, homes, and lives of
people who may not be inclined to
seek out literature,O says program
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