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Humanities Montana 

SPEAKERS BUREAU 
Humanities Montana‘s Speakers Bureau offers communities and non-profit organizations the opportunity to explore ideas 
and issues through a rich variety of programs. Your organization can choose from 127 humanities-focused public 
programs. The speakers and programs have been selected through a statewide call for proposals, and our careful review 
process, in order to assure the highest quality.  

You may book a program in one of two ways. 

1. Engage a Speaker directly, without requesting a program from HUMANITIES MONTANA. You arrange amounts and 
payments directly with the speaker.  

2. Apply for a program through a HUMANITIES MONTANA Speakers Bureau award. You contribute $50 at the time of 
your application, provide the planning, coordination, advertising, meeting room, and an audience. If accepted, 
HUMANITIES MONTANA will pay the speaker‘s honorarium, travel, lodging, and meals. You also have the option of 
providing meals or lodging. These programs must be presented free of charge to the public. If your application is not 
accepted, your check will be returned. You may sponsor up to three HUMANITIES MONTANA-funded programs in a 
calendar year. Please turn to the back of this catalog for instructions and follow the steps to complete the application. 
Funding for the Speakers Bureau is provided by:    

     

           

                                                                             
Humanities Montana is Montana‘s independent non-profit state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
Founded in 1972, HUMANITIES MONTANA provides services and grants in support of public programs in history, 
literature, philosophy, and other humanities disciplines. The educational and cultural programs sponsored by the 
Committee encourage Montanans to reflect on humanity‘s creative and intellectual achievements, celebrate cultural 
diversity, probe the meaning of human values, and foster a deeper appreciation of ourselves, our cultures, and our world. 
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NATIVE PEOPLE’S HISTORIES & CUSTOMS 

 
 
 
Northern Plains Lifestyle In and Before the 18th Century 
Kae Cheatham, author/photographer/researcher, Helena 
465-5655 
kaebs@kaios.com 
Indian people of the Northern Plains are most often considered part of the American Indian Horse Culture; yet their history 
existed long before the modern horse appeared 270 years ago. In storyteller fashion, Cheatham presents this history with 
maps, photos and toy animals (complete with replica equipment) to help audiences of all ages visualize Northern Plains 
lifestyle before the horse. This lively program nurtures and expands general knowledge about the rich American Indian 
culture that began centuries before arrival of the modern horse. 
 
Indian Customs 
Louise Ogemahgeshig Fischer, Annishinaabe artist and cultural consultant, Helena 
475-3259 
Fischer, through facts and stories, reveals in detail a rich array of Native American history, traditions, art, music, economy 
and leisure activities. This overview of American Indian customs links present day practices to the traditions of the past. 
Fischer, an artist who was raised in a traditional Indian environment, has been sharing traditional knowledge for the past 
30 years. 
 
Living With the Land    
Louise Ogemahgeshig Fischer, Annishinaabe artist and cultural consultant, Helena 
475-3259 
 Fischer describes the American Indian struggle for survival in often harsh conditions, triumph over hardships, and 
spiritual and creative achievements. This inspiring talk enhances understanding of how the Indian peoples lived, and can 
be tailored to focus particularly on food, clothing, or medicine, as requested. Fischer, an artist who was raised in a 
traditional Indian environment, has been sharing traditional knowledge for the past 30 years. 
 
Montana’s Indian History 
E. B. Eiselein (Speaks Lightning), author and Adjunct Instructor, Anthropology, Flathead Valley Community College, 
Kalispell 
261-3738 
fireowl@bresnan.net 
www.spirittalknews.com  
This presentation, based on Indian oral traditions and the archaeological record, will describe Indian cultures prior to 
European contact. The presentation starts by looking at the archaeological Clovis culture (the mammoth hunters who 
inhabited Montana at the end of the ice ages), and then talks about the various migrations into and out of Montana by 
tribes such as the Kiowa, Cheyenne, Sioux, and Crow. It will also look at the impact of the horse on the Great Plains 
tribes. 
 
Montana’s Indian Wars 
E. B. Eiselein (Speaks Lightning), author and Adjunct Instructor, Anthropology, Flathead Valley Community College, 
Kalispell 
261-3738 
fireowl@bresnan.net 
www.spirittalknews.com 
While it is a common misconception to envision nineteenth century Montana as a land of constant warfare between the 
American military and the various Indian tribes, the number of military actions were relatively few. This presentation will 
explore the cultural backgrounds of three of these actions: the 1869 Heavy Runner Massacre, the 1876 Battle of the Little 
Bighorn, and the 1877 Nez Perce War. The presentation will not focus on military strategies, but rather on the cultural 
conflicts which led to these incidents. 
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Native American Spirituality 
E. B. Eiselein (Speaks Lightning), author and Adjunct Instructor, Anthropology, Flathead Valley Community College, 
Kalispell 
261-3738 
fireowl@bresnan.net 
www.spirittalknews.com 
Among American Indians 500 years ago there was no separation of spirituality from daily life: religion was not something 
that had a name (in fact, in many Indian languages there is no word for religion). There was no separation between the 
natural and the supernatural. Spirituality was associated with community. There were at least 500 distinct tribes in what is 
now the United States, and therefore there were at least 500 distinct spiritual traditions. Recognizing that there were many 
different spiritual traditions, this presentation will focus on the common factors found among most of these traditions.  

The Museum of the Plains Indian: 70 Years and Still Counting 
Ruthann Knudson, Adjunct Faculty, Department of Sociology & Anthropology, Montana State University, Bozeman and 
Great Falls 
216-2676 
paleoknute@3rivers.net 
The Museum of the Plains Indian in Browning, Montana opened in 1941. This federal museum includes 15,000 artifacts 
from many Northern Plains tribes, including the Blackfeet/Blackfoot people, and the ―Sioux‖ people. John Ewers, Claude 
Schaeffer, Hugh Dempsey, and Thomas Ewers were curators at the Museum before it was transferred from the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs to the Indian Arts and Crafts Board in the 1960s. John Clarke panels top the front doors, a large Victor 
Pepion mural encircles the front lobby, and the Museum is filled with traditional and contemporary artifacts and artworks. 
The Museum has some 15,000 visitors annually at its location on the Blackfeet Reservation at the eastern entry into 
Glacier National Park. 
 
Paleoindians in Montana: 13,000-8,000 Years Ago 
Ruthann Knudson, Adjunct Faculty, Department of Sociology & Anthropology, Montana State University, Bozeman and 
Great Falls 
216-2676 
paleoknute@3rivers.net 
Montana was a different landscape 13,000 years ago, with glacial melt water to the north and more ice in the mountains—
and people were around!  Dr. Knudson will discuss the Anzick/Wilsal, Barton Gulch, Indian Creek, MacHaffie, and Mill Iron 
sites in Montana, as well as sites in North Dakota, Wyoming, Idaho, and British Columbia/Alberta/ Saskatchewan.  
 
A Meeting by the River: The First Crow Agency, 1869-1875 
Kevin Kooistra-Manning, community historian, Western Heritage Center, Billings 
256-6809 x 127 office, 256-5936 home 
solyluna@imt.net 
The story of the first Crow Agency, located east of present-day Livingston, conveys the dynamic relationship between the 
Absarokee or Crow Indians, Crows‘ allies and enemies, fur trappers, fledgling entrepreneurs, and the United States 
Government. In particular, the record of the 1873 Judith Basin treaty negotiations shed light on these interactions. 
Speeches of the Crow leaders include observations on Crow relationships with other tribes and the differences of lifestyle 
between the Crow and outsiders. Descriptions of the Indian agents of the Crow Reservation from 1869-1875 demonstrate 
a rich cross-section of Federal leadership styles and cultural concerns. Kooistra-Manning illustrates the presentation using 
a PowerPoint slide show. 
 
Clothing as Art: A Crow Tradition 
Mardell Plainfeather, retired national park ranger in interpretation, Billings 
651-1380 
biglodgewoman@yahoo.com 
Plainfeather demonstrates five different styles of Crow women‘s clothing, using items which she created herself beginning 
at age fifteen. She shares some history of the different styles, how they evolved through time, and how and why they were 
made. Audience will also see accessories such as moccasins, leggings, jewelry and some children‘s clothing which 
Plainfeather made for her children. Learn how these traditional garments are made, what materials are needed, and how 
beadwork is applied. 
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Native Wisdom in the Stories of Plenty-coups and Pretty-shield 
Celeste River, writer/photographer, Missoula 
721-7528 
celeste@bigsky.net 
The books Plenty-coups and Pretty-shield, written by one of Montana‘s first literary figures, Frank Bird Linderman, were 
first published as American in 1930 and Red Mother in 1932, respectively. They are stories of Crow familial life in the mid- 
to late-1800s, of healings and medicine or spiritual powers, of the devastations and heroics of war, and of the people‘s 
relationships with the land and nature around them. River‘s reflections on these stories are interwoven with photographs 
and archival images from over twenty years of research. The wisdom found in the collective memories shared by these 
tribal elders from the past teach inter-cultural appreciation. 
 
The Founding of Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation in the Bear Paw Mountains, 1916 
Celeste River, writer/photographer, Missoula 
721-7528 
celeste@bigsky.net 
This narrative with visuals is an enduring story of the inter-cultural respect and cooperation between Rocky Boy‘s 
Chippewa and Little Bear‘s Cree bands of Indians, with help from Montana author Frank Bird Linderman and his 
contemporaries (including Charles M. Russell, Paris Gibson, and William Bole, editor of the Great Falls Tribune) required 
to gain land, a home for their ceremonies, a place to plant their center pole. One of River‘s Spirit of the Land in the Big 
Sky series, it is a story that illuminates the Rocky Boy‘s Tribal History Project at Stone Child College. 
 
 

MONTANA & WESTERN HISTORY 
 

Casting Shadows: Spooks, Specters, and Spirited Places 
Ellen Baumler, author and Interpretive Historian, Montana Historical Society, Helena 
444-1687 office, 449-3062 home 
mbaumler@aol.com 
History and the supernatural harmonize in a tapestry woven of ghostly encounters and things that go bump in the Big Sky 
night. Historian, storyteller, and award-winning author Baumler brings Montana‘s historic landscapes to life with a thought-
provoking journey into the darker places of Montana‘s memories. Ghostly miners picking at riches deep in the earth, a 
spectral child that delights tourists and whispers in the walls of the historic Deer Lodge prison illustrate how the past 
sometimes haunts the present. Based on well-researched incidents of the unexplained collected from Montanans across 
the state, the stories will fascinate audiences of all ages. 
 
Hard Time at Deer Lodge 
Ellen Baumler, author and Interpretive Historian, Montana Historical Society, Helena 
444-1687 office, 449-3062 home 
mbaumler@aol.com 
The historic Montana State Prison at Deer Lodge incarcerated thousands of prisoners from 1871 to 1979. Historian and 
award-winning author Baumler tells the physical and human tale of the troubled institution. J.M. Cooper‘s contemporary 
photographs of the prison complex, historic images and inmate mug shots illustrate the stories of the people who lived—
and sometimes died—forgotten within its massive walls. Drawing from her book, Dark Spaces: Montana’s Historic 
Penitentiary at Deer Lodge, this PowerPoint program explores a chapter of Montana‘s past missing in most history books. 
 
Soaking up the History of Montana’s Hot Springs Resorts 
Jeff Birkby, author and former Montana geothermal energy specialist, Missoula 
723-7163 office, 493-6234 home 
jeffbirkby@gmail.com 
Montana‘s dozens of hot springs bubble with fascinating stories of Native American legends, hidden soaking pools, 
miracle hot water cures and vanished spa resorts. Author and lecturer Jeff Birkby examines the social history of 
Montana‘s hot water havens, using archival photos, historical research, and personal interviews. Birkby brings to life the 
stories of Montana‘s geothermal past, including rustic log cabin bath houses on the edge of the Bob Marshall Wilderness, 
the glittering hot springs resorts that flourished a century ago near Helena, Livingston, and Butte, and the isolated hot 
water wells on the Eastern Montana prairie frequented by dusty cowboys.  
 
Penny Post Cards—Homesteading Women 
Philip Burgess, poet and writer, Missoula 
728-8607 
Burgess, through poems and old post cards, tells the story of six young Norwegian sisters moving from a small rural 
community in northern Minnesota around 1910 into the greater world. The primary focus of the story is on two of the 
sisters, Burgess‘s grandmother, Anna Lee, and his great-aunt Dikka Lee, both of whom homesteaded in eastern Montana. 
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Burgess discovered nearly three hundred post cards that had been sent, mostly by Minnesotan sisters and cousins, to 
Anna and Dikka Lee as they prepared for and made their move to Montana. The women apparently used these post cards 
as a kind of latter-day email, and the cards are a litany of disasters, illnesses, hard work, and social chatter. 
 
Daughters of the Sweetgrass Hills: History and Culture of the Sweetgrass Hills of Montana 
Ruth Burleigh, poet, storyteller, and writer, Chinook 
444-1575 office, 799-0152 home 
rburl@mtintouch.net 
Penny Velk, singer, songwriter, music instructor, Havre 
265-5288 
mtpenv@hotmail.com 
Visit this cherished northern Montana landmark whose history stretches from sacred buffalo hunting grounds to profane 
exploitation of wells of ―black gold.‖ Born and raised in the Sweetgrass Hills, Dolezal sisters Ruth Burleigh and Penny Velk 
present family stories, songs, and poems that reflect the rich history and spirit of all Montanans through the story of one of 
the last best places in transition.  
 
Women in the West: Subversion of the Romantic Ideal 
Jo Anne Church, Associate Professor of English, University of Great Falls, Great Falls 
791-5360 office, 453-2984 home 
churfam02@bresnan.net 
When men set out for ―the territories‖ they went with a romantic enthusiasm for freedom, adventure and dreams of great 
wealth. The women they took with them, however, had a far different experience – freedom from the comforts they had 
previously enjoyed, adventures that terrified and haunted them, and nightmares of barely scraping a living off the land.  
Whereas drinking, gambling and carousing marked the life of men, women created community, church and education; 
civilizing influences that many men had hoped to leave behind. Church traces the historical attitudes of women toward 
settling the West from Huckleberry Finn and A Bride Goes West to the works of Mary MacLane and Mary Clearman Blew. 
 
Happily Ever Aftering on a Montana Cattle Ranch 
John Clayton, journalist, essayist and author, Red Lodge 
446-3843 
info@johnclaytonbooks.com 
When Caroline Lockhart moved to her homestead in Dryhead, Montana, in 1926, she was trying to enact in real life the 
sort of "happily ever after" experience she had described in her Western fiction. Though little-known today, Lockhart 
(1871-1962) in the 1910s wrote six novels, three of which were made into movies, and all of which culminated in the hero 
retiring to a cattle ranch. Lockhart based her novels on her real-life experiences—and vice-versa. So can a single, 
liberated woman with a tendency to romanticize succeed at running a 1920s ranch? 
 
Furnishing Butte: Consumerism and Homemaking in the Copper Capital, 1909-1912 
Patty Dean, curator and public historian, Helena 
443-2577 
pattydean@usfamily.net 
Based upon research underwritten by a James R. Bradley Fellowship at the Montana Historical Society, this inter-
disciplinary 45-minute PowerPoint lecture explores and illustrates the furnishing purchases of  circa 1910 Butte residents 
and offers a glimpse into the lives of workers usually considered to be ―under the level of historical scrutiny.‖ The present-
ation contrasts and compares the Hennessy‘s furniture department purchases of four customers—a newly arrived, 
unmarried Serbian miner, a married Jewish miner from Colorado, a bank clerk, and a Hennessy‘s retail manager. A 
surprising twist in the life of one of these customers underscores the value of home-making in the Copper Capital. Curator 
and public historian Dean has had a longstanding interest in how objects and architecture embody socio-cultural values. 
 
Nuclear Montana: A History of Montana’s Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles 
Molly Holz, Director of Publications, Montana Historical Society, editor of Montana The Magazine of Western History, 
Helena 
444-0090 office, 457-0483 home 
mholz@mt.gov 
In all, 200 Minuteman missiles dot Montana‘s landscape. From Shelby in the north to Augusta in the west, from Harlowton 
to the south and Ryegate in the east, and back north to Roy, the Minuteman missile field is a rough oval covering central 
Montana. Although the missiles have been upgraded to the current Minuteman IIIs, the basic launch structure—the 200 
silos that house them; the twenty launch control facilities; and the cabling system connecting these with Malmstrom Air 
Force Base—has remained essentially the same since 1962, when the first flights were declared operational. Learn the 
history of Minuteman missiles in Montana and how the missiles thrust a remote rural state into the center of international 
affairs. 
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Life by Comparison: The Stories of Frederick and Parmly Billings 
Kevin Kooistra-Manning, Community Historian, Western Heritage Center, Billings 
256-6809 x 127 office, 256-5936 home 
solyluna@imt.net 
Frederick Billings, President of the Northern Pacific Railway, invested heavily in the nascent city named for him, and, after 
retiring to his family estate in Woodstock, Vermont, sent his son, Parmly, to oversee his business interests in Montana. 
Parmly‘s letters offer a revealing, and often hilarious, study of life in Billings and the Yellowstone Valley in the 1880s. 
These letters give a glimpse into his daily life in the West and the complex relationship that existed between him and his 
father. Essentially sent to Billings to prove himself, Parmly‘s untimely death came as a mortal blow to his father. Letters, 
diaries, music of the times, and photographs from the Billings Family Archives of Vermont bring the Billings‘ family story to 
life. 
 
Experiencing Yellowstone Park in the Era of Horses 
M. Mark Miller, independent scholar, Bozeman 
994-9326 
mmarkmiller@mac.com 
How many people remember when touring Yellowstone Park by horse at six miles an hour was considered a torrid pace? 
Fortunately, dozens of early travelers left diaries and reminiscences describing their trips. Miller uses these sources to 
describe the Yellowstone experience from the time the first tourists rode horses in roadless wilderness, through the era of 
self-guided tours in surreys and covered wagons, to when comfortable coaches with four- and six-horse teams sped 
travelers between luxury hotels. The presentation recreates the early Yellowstone experience with historic photographs 
and early travelers‘ own words. 
 
Sidesaddles and Geysers: Women’s Adventures in Early Yellowstone 
M. Mark Miller, independent scholar, Bozeman 
994-9326 
 mmarkmiller@mac.com 
In the nineteenth century hundreds of women risked being mauled by a bear, or scalded in a geyser, or captured by an 
Indian to see the wonders of Yellowstone Park—and lived to tell their stories. Bozeman scholar Miller presents the very 
best of these travelers‘ tales selected from his collection of more than 200 first-person accounts of Yellowstone travel. He 
covers the period between 1872 when the park was established through the Model T era in the 1920s. Yellowstone Park 
changed dramatically in this period and the presentations describe how developments such as roads, railroads, and 
hotels altered ―The Yellowstone Experience.‖  Miller places travelers‘ experiences in context with biographical information, 
bringing the women‘s stories to life in the women‘s own words and illustrating them with historic photos in a PowerPoint 
presentation. 
 
Mavericks—The Lives and Battles of Montana Political Legends 
John Morrison, historian, author, attorney, elected official, consumer advocate, Helena 
442-4793 
jmmmontana@msn.com 
 President Grover Cleveland, who signed the legislation granting statehood to Montana, once growled: ―What‘s the use of 
being elected and re-elected unless you stand for something?‖  The lives and careers of Montana‘s political legends, 
Joseph K. Toole, Ella Knowles, Joseph M. Dixon, Thomas Walsh, Jeannette Rankin, Burton K. Wheeler, James E. 
Murray, Mike Mansfield, and Lee Metcalf echo President Cleveland‘s query. At a time when Americans search for reasons 
to re-involve themselves in government, the stories of these nine politicians remind us of the qualities that underpin 
effective leadership. Their lives are inextricably interwoven with Montana political history; their careers were launched and 
their values hewn by a state rich with populism, progressivism, and activism. 
 
When Jeannette Said No: Montana and World War I 
Mary Murphy, Michael P. Malone Professor of History, Montana State University, Bozeman 
994-5206 office, 587-0813 home 
mmurphy@montana.edu 
When Montana‘s Jeannette Rankin, the first woman in the U.S. House of Representatives voted against U.S. entry into 
World War I, Montanans responded loudly. Many of the state‘s newspapers condemned her, but in private letters, 
hundreds of Montanans supported her. Murphy explores the many sides of this issue and the way in which Rankin‘s 
position as first female in Congress prompted people on both sides to examine the issues of war through the lens of 
gender. 
 
Remember Me: Women, Quilts, and Montana History 
Mary Murphy, Michael P. Malone Professor of History, Montana State University, Bozeman 
994-5206 office, 587-0813 home 
mmurphy@montana.edu 
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Quilts have long been bearers of remembrance and this presentation examines the ways in which quilts have been used 
to mark significant rites of passage in the lives of Montana individuals and the state‘s own history. Plentifully illustrated, 
―Remember Me‖ examines some of the early quilts that came to Montana in the nineteenth century, quilts from Native 
American communities, quilts that document the battle over the location of the state capital, the history of men‘s and 
women‘s voluntary organizations, and Montanans‘ participation in American wars. 
 
The Mapmaker’s Eye: Tracking David Thompson across the Rocky Mountains 
Jack Nisbet, teacher, naturalist, writer, Spokane 
(509) 624-4631 
nisbetj@earthlink.net 
Prior to Lewis and Clark, Canadian fur trader and surveyor David Thompson made the first accurate map of the Mandan 
villages in 1798, sent voyageurs across the Rocky Mountains into the upper Columbia River in 1800, and between 1807 
and 1812 established a network of trading posts that included Saleesh House in western Montana. His five remarkable 
large maps based on these explorations presented the first clear picture of the greater Northwest. Thompson‘s broad 
range of interests provides us a window into both the native landscape and the great social upheavals created by the 
period of contact in our region. 
 
Alder Gulch: A Montana Treasure 
Bill Peterson, Curator of Interpretation, Montana Heritage Commission, Virginia City 
843-5247 office, 842-5020 home 
billpeterson@mt.gov 
Since 1997, the Montana Heritage Commission has operated one of the nation‘s most ambitious preservation projects. 
The buildings and object collections in Virginia and Nevada Cities are a rare and unique gift given to all Americans, which 
are held in the public trust by the people of Montana. Explore the treasures of Alder Gulch, which represent not only 
Montana‘s rich cultural heritage but also that of the whole country.  
 
Geology and the Lewis and Clark Expedition in Montana 
Sheila Roberts, Professor of Geology, The University of Montana Western, Dillon 
683-7017 office, 683-4081 home 
s_roberts@umwestern.edu 
Robert C. Thomas, Professor of Geology, The University of Montana Western, Dillon 
683-7615 office, 683-9462 home 
r_thomas@umwestern.edu 
The Lewis and Clark Expedition journals describe many places where the explorers were awed, troubled, intrigued, 
assisted by, or otherwise directly interacting with the landscape. Roberts and Thomas provide the geological background 
information for understanding that interaction they wrote about. For example, on the Missouri River below the Great Falls, 
the high salt content of the river water plagued the Expedition. Those were salts dissolving out of rocks deposited 70 
million years ago, when an ancient sea covered Montana! The program includes an illustrated talk, rock samples, as well 
as a display of geological interpretive road signs the speakers created for the Lewis and Clark Trail in Montana (see 
http://www.umwestern.edu/shares/lcgeosigns_share/). 
 
Home, Home on the Ranch 
Bill Rossiter, retired instructor of literature and folklore and chair of the Humanities Division, Flathead Valley Community 
College, Kalispell 
755-2236 
tallsongs@bresnan.net 
This musical presentation details the values and experiences, the humor and tragedies unique to building a life in the rural 
West. Carving a home out of the high plains wilderness was tough enough, but these songs and stories—some serious, 
some funny, some seriously funny—show that staying for the long haul added flint to the soul. Rossiter accompanies the 
songs with guitar, banjo, autoharp and harmonica, and he encourages audience members to share personal or family 
stories about life on the range. 
 
Eastern Montana Through the Eyes of a Homestead Family 
Russell Rowland, author, creative writing instructor, Montana State University, Billings 
245-6956 
russellrowland@comcast.net 
The people of Eastern Montana live in a region that is completely different from what most people think of when they 
picture Montana. Novelist Rowland talks about these differences, and relates them to the history of his own family 
members, who were among the first cattle ranchers in Montana. Rowland‘s novels, In Open Spaces and The Watershed 
Years, chronicle over thirty years in the life of the Arbuckle family, and show how both desperation and greed can affect 
families that are struggling to survive in a country that can be both brutal and extremely generous.  
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Liberty, Freedom, Democracy, and the American Indians 
John Snider, Professor of English, Montana State University Northern, Havre 
265-4188 office, 265-2916 home 
snider@msun.edu 
From the Boston Tea Party and the Iroquois League to the Tammany Societies and the modern environmental movement, 
American Indian cultures have greatly influenced our American ideas of democracy. The natural rights celebrated by the 
Founding Fathers, the Boy Scout movement, and countless popular films have been inspired by American Indian ideals of 
liberty and self-reliance. Snider explains how American Indian societies have shaped American notions of freedom. 
 
The Broadwater Hotel & Natatorium: One Man’s Unfulfilled Dream 
Patricia Spencer, independent scholar, Helena 
447-1690 x 124 office, 459-0836 home 
pspencer@mtlib.org 
From its origins as a dusty mining camp, Helena quickly grew into a bustling cosmopolitan city. At the heart of the city‘s 
growth and development was the vision of Colonel Charles A. Broadwater. In 1888 he announced the construction of a 
grand resort in honor of Helena‘s prominence as the Queen City of the Rockies. The Broadwater Hotel and Natatorium 
were to serve as monuments to the class and elegance of Helena, and to the tourists who would make it a destination 
location. Who was Broadwater and what became of the grand resort?  The story is inextricably linked to the story of 
Helena, from boomtown to the quiet city of today. 
 
Some Favorite Montana Tales 
Hal Stearns, historian, storyteller, guide, Helena 
442-1554  
hal@halstearns.com 
A historian, storyteller, and traveler‘s view of Montana from border to border, this program focuses on the multi-faceted 
wonders of the Big Sky. Stearns, a Montana native, educator, and scholar, has traveled his beloved home state from 
Monida to Westby, Alzada to Yaak. Every county and hamlet has stories needing to be told. And many are not widely 
known. 
 
Homestead Dreams: From High Hopes to Lingering Legacy 
Hal Stearns, historian, storyteller, guide, Helena 
442-1554  
hal@halstearns.com 
Montana has always been a state marked by boom and bust—the fur trade, cattle on the open range, the gold and silver, 
coal and oil rushes. But no moment in our history has left a mark like that of the ―honyocker‖ or homesteader. Stearns 
describes the American West‘s last great agricultural land rush and the drought and depression that followed, illustrating 
his talk with a myriad of signs left on the landscape. 
 
Haunted Montana—A Guide to Where the Ghosts Are! 
Karen Stevens, Reference Librarian, Parmly Billings Library, Billings 
657-8243 office, 245-5439 home 
kstevensp@cs.com 
Montana librarian Stevens is an experienced ghost hunter and she has collected ghost stories from all over the state. 
Some stories date back to the days of fur trappers and roving bands of Native Americans; others are modern phantoms. 
Each haunted site shares three criteria: the ghostly activity is recent, the locations are historically important, and the site is 
open to the public. Stevens has personally investigated each haunting and interviewed eyewitnesses to the paranormal 
sights and sounds. Stevens grew up in a haunted house and has investigated haunted properties for many years. Co-
author of the local history Billing A-Z, Stevens also leads the ―Haunted Historic Billings‖ tours each October and is the 
Montana representative of the American Ghost Society. 
 
 
Montana’s Copper Press 
Dennis Swibold, Professor of Journalism, The University of Montana, Missoula 
243-2230 office, 721-0826 home 
dennis.swibold@umontana.edu 
To its critics it was the ―Muzzled Press,‖ the ―Reptile Press‖ and the ―rankest fraud that ever soiled white paper,‖ yet for 
nearly seven decades a changing chorus of newspapers owned or otherwise controlled by the Anaconda Company 
wielded enormous influence over Montana's politics and journalism. The story of Anaconda journalism, from its birth in the 
scandalous clashes of copper kings to the pressures that finally brought about its demise, adds much to our 
understanding of the history of our state and the powers that tried to control it. Swibold will also highlight the efforts of 
Montana's independent journalists who battled the company press throughout its existence. 
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NATION & WORLD 

 
 
Nepal Scene Today: From Ancient Kingdom to Maoist Republic  
Deanna Campbell, documentary film producer, non-profit administrator, Bozeman 
587-4529 office, 581-5963 home 
deannac@imt.net 
Campbell recounts the surprising outcome of a decade-long insurgency that produced a Maoist victory in Nepal‘s 
democratic elections. Video interviews of Nepali citizens and government officials giving personal accounts of activities 
that have been on-going for a decade and the ensuing conditions of fragile peace now in place provide a rich audio-visual 
context. The juxtaposition of democracy and Maoism in the formation of a new government for the Republic of Nepal will 
be closely watched. Campbell‘s frequent trips to Nepal ensure current and first-hand reports of these historic events. The 
program is well suited for schools, clubs, community groups and those interested in the safety of travel in Nepal. 
 
Tibetan Culture: Yesterday, Today and —Tomorrow? 
Deanna Campbell, documentary film producer, non-profit administrator, Bozeman 
587-4529 office, 581-5963 home 
deannac@imt.net 
This multi-media presentation provides an inside view of the rich and ancient Tibetan culture and the people behind the 
news headlines. Campbell‘s comparative review of the historical and geographical facts offers a fresh perspective on the 
current dilemma in Tibet and her experiences in the employ of the Chinese government, as well as her work as executive 
director of a non-government organization based in America and Nepal, give insight into the Han Chinese and indigenous 
Tibetans. The program is well suited for schools, clubs and community groups. 
 
Southeast Asia 
Rick and Susie Graetz, professors, authors, photographers and publishers, Big Sky/Missoula 
442-9507 office, 439-9277 cell 
thisismontana@aol.com 
Spectacular photography from all eleven nations of Southeast Asia, combined with a discussion of the physical and 
cultural geography helps audiences understand this intriguing part of the planet. The discussions and images cover 
everything from peaks with equatorial ice caps, to some of the world‘s most beautiful tropical islands, from the evolution of 
modern political entities like Indochina, to the almost astronomical economic growth of the region and its environmental 
degradation. Audiences gain a general understanding of a place that mixes a sleepy back-in-time existence with 
―modernization‖ of the highest degree. 
 
The Himalayas, Karakorum, and Pamirs—Roof of the World 
Rick and Susie Graetz, professors, authors, photographers and publishers, Big Sky/Missoula 
442-9507 office, 439-9277 cell 
thisismontana@aol.com 
The Great Himalayan Range has, since the days of the grand trade caravans, lured travelers to its exotic towns and 
villages, remote valleys and soaring peaks. Thousands of trails interconnect through this storied landscape. It is the roof 
of the Indian sub-continent, the crown of the planet, and the great range harbors all fourteen of the world‘s 8,000 meter 
peaks, including Chomolungma – Everest to the western world. Today many of us think of the higher parts of Asia, 
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Pakistan, Nepal, Kashmir and Tibet, among the Himalayan, the Pamir and the Karakorum 
mountains, as reigns of terror or zones of fanaticism and conflict. The Graetzes, who have traveled and stayed among 
them tell a different story of the people and cultures of the mountains.  
 
 
 
Islam & the West: The Historical Roots of Conflict 
David D. Grimland, U.S. foreign service officer (retired), Columbus 
322-1117  
ortam@usadig.com 
Holy war, suicide bombers, Shiites and Sunnis, al Qaeda, Hisbullah, Hamas ... since 9/11, Americans have been 
struggling to understand a new conflict which prior to 9/11 simply did not register on most Americans‘ radar. Grimland, a 
retired diplomat, spent most of his 28 years in the U.S. diplomatic service "telling America‘s story to the world" in countries 
with either Muslim majorities (Turkey, Bangladesh, Pakistan) or significant Muslim minorities (India, Cyprus, Greece), and 
in this informal presentation/discussion, he examines the early and recent history of Islam and the West to better illustrate 
the historical causes and possible responses to this major concern of our time. 
 
Islam: Monotheistic, But Not Monolithic 
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David Grimland, U.S. foreign service officer (retired), Columbus 
322-1117 
ortam@usadig.com 
We know little of the differences between Sunnis and Shiites, much less the many sub-sects of each – or why knowing the 
difference is important. Few of us understand Sufism, the mystical side of Islam, and its emphasis on love and unity. But 
even a basic understanding of the wide array of Islamic thought and tradition can lessen our collective and individual fear 
and help avoid demonizing stereotypes. And it is these stereotypes that inhibit our support of a more informed foreign 
policy, and keep us from resisting the blandishments of fear-mongering that flood the internet. A retired diplomat with 
nearly 30 years in countries of different Islamic traditions, and a continuing contact with articulate friends in those 
countries, Grimland is uniquely qualified to insist that Islam is as varied (and often as confusing) as Christianity or 
Judaism. This presentation is more suitable for adults who have either heard one of Grimland‘s "basics" talks, or who are 
already familiar with the basic tenants of Islam. 
 

Turkey: Why It Matters 
David Grimland, U.S. foreign service officer (retired), Columbus 
322-1117 
ortam@usadig.com 
Secular and democratic Turkey is now wrestling with the growing political and social influence of resurgent Islam. 
Americans are generally only vaguely aware of this modern and vibrant society, and of its geopolitical importance to the 
United States. In this informal presentation/discussion, Grimland  puts into perspective the historical and contemporary 
forces that have shaped modern Turkey, and points out the relevance to America‘s own recognition of the growing 
influence of conservative religion in our social and political areas. His nearly 12 years of experience in Turkey, Greece 
and Cyprus, and continuing contact with articulate Turks, gives him a background that uniquely qualifies him to speak with 
adult audiences or high school students with at least a course in world history. 
 

The Need to Re-Evaluate U.S. Foreign Policy 
Joan Hoff, author, Professor of History, Montana State University, Bozeman 
995-4256 
joanhoff1@aol.com 
Sometimes democratic countries may have to fight dirty if good is to prevail, but after doing so there must be recognition 
of such behavior—a soul-searching of national consciousness. In the1990s the United States failed to re-evaluate the 
unethical policies and dirty deals that contributed to its winning the conflict with the Soviet Union. Consequently, after 9/11 
it has simply substituted terrorism for communism and reverted to its Faustian ways without acknowledging the damage to 
its ethical and democratic compass as a nation that has occurred since 1920, but especially since 1945. Foreign policy 
expert Hoff asks the audience to consider whether unquestioned acceptance about American exceptionalism, good 
intentions, commitment to just causes, and general law-abiding uniqueness among nations is any longer serving the 
diplomatic interests of the country. 
 

Is the Modern American Presidency Too Powerful? 
Joan Hoff, author, Professor of History, Montana State University, Bozeman 
995-4256 
joanhoff1@aol.com 
Presidential power has incrementally increased since FDR, especially in the conduct of U.S. foreign policy. This increase 
in the ―semi-constitutional‖ powers accruing to the Oval Office, in the course of the Cold War remain solidly in place in the 
post-Cold War era, waiting to be exercised on the whim or wisdom of any current or future president. Most of these 
powers have been at the expense of Congress and the U.S. judicial system. According to presidential scholar Hoff, the 
increased war powers of presidents and their ability to encroach upon civil liberties make it essential for Americans to 
carefully scrutinize the people who put themselves forward as presidential candidates in order to discern their worst, 
rather than their much touted positive characteristics, because the former might prevail during national crises.  
 

 
The Myth of American Hyper-Patriotism 
Bill Janus, Professor, European History, The University of Montana Western, Dillon 
683-7019 office, 683-9451 home 
b_janus@umwestern.edu 
Since the dawn of time societies have used myths and legends to help its members understand their world, and form a 
national identity. Some of the most closely guarded and cherished of these myths surround the military. For example, 
many conservatives cultivate images of brave Americans who for 200 years eagerly and willingly sacrificed their lives to 
defend the United States from foreign foes and threats. On the other hand, many liberals propose descriptions of 
Americans as being militaristic, imperialistic, and hyper-nationalistic since the founding of the Republic. Both narratives 
cloud a much more humble national character that actually is marked by avoidance of military service, and what some 
may term as selfish rather than patriotic impulses. Janus is at work on a book about myths and militarism in the United 
States. 
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Anywhere USA 
Brian Kahn, host of ―Home Ground Radio,‖ Helena 
444-8744 
brian@artemisgroup.org 
Public Radio host Kahn discusses the making of this 16-hour documentary film about contemporary America—filmed over 
seven weeks of cross-country travel. Hundreds of Americans were interviewed in 40 cities and towns: Disabled veterans, 
youth gang members, migrant farm workers and organic farmers, businessmen, ranchers, children with cancer, death row 
inmates, small town and big city mayors; Navajos, Zunis, Muslim imams, African-American ministers and Catholic 
priests; politicians, historians, Cajun musicians, military officers and Air Force cadets, gays and straights; from homeless 
people to former Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor. What emerged was a living tapestry of the diversity that is 
in fact "America.‖ 
 
Archaeology at Bethsaida 
Elizabeth McNamer, Instructor of Religious Studies, Rocky Mountain College, Billings 
657-1076 office, 252-1085 home 
mcnamere@rocky.edu 
This talk focuses on archaeology and what can be learnt of ancient people from this discipline. Bethsaida is a town 
associated with King David in the 10

th
 century B.C., and with the ministry of Jesus in Roman times. The importance of this 

dig is that it throws light on the origins of both Judaism and early Christianity. Dr. McNamer has been a director of the dig 
for the past fifteen years and takes volunteers there every summer.  
 
Post-Soviet Reform: Challenges and Opportunities on the Black Sea 
Dori Nielson, educator, independent consultant, Missoula 
721-2683 home, 529-9443 cell 
dorinielson@aol.com 
Changes swept through the Soviet republics following the 1991 disintegration of the Soviet Union. But none of the post-
Soviet attempts at change and reform were as sweeping as those introduced in Georgia in 2004 in all areas of society. 
History, culture, geography, religion, and tradition play key roles in the changes that can and will take place, no matter 
what the law requires. Georgia‘s strategic Black Sea location between the East and West, between the Christian and the 
Muslim worlds adds challenges to change. These impacts will be presented against a background of the spectacular 
Caucasus Mountains, rich traditions and culture, and the historic Silk Road.  
 
The Culture of Education Reform in Post-Soviet Georgia 
Dori Nielson, educator, independent consultant, Missoula 
721-2683 home, 529-9443 cell 
dorinielson@aol.com 
In post-Soviet Georgia, sweeping education reforms were introduced in 2004 following the Rose Revolution. In this 
beautiful, strategically located, but little known part of the world, those reforms were accompanied by monumental change 
in every other facet of Georgian society. All strata of education were affected – general education, post-secondary, 
teacher training, certification and accreditation, curriculum, and funding. Nielson will contrast the ambitious education 
reform against the impact that history, tradition, geography, religion, and culture play in the amount of change that can 
and will take place.  
 
Lincoln and Liberty: Songs as Sound Clips from the Civil War 
Bill Rossiter, retired instructor and chair of the Humanities Division, Flathead Valley Community College, Kalispell. 
755-2236 
tallsongs@yahoo.com 
The songs of the American Civil War provided a sound track for one of the most important periods in our history. Their 
messages, both the ―official‖ songs and the sometimes-wicked parodies written by the troops, give us a glimpse of the 
period that we might miss if we study only battles and politics. Lincoln himself was often the subject—or the target—of 
these songs, some of which make today‘s political wrangling look downright polite. This presentation features ―clips‖ from 
that soundtrack, accompanied by banjo, guitar, autoharp and harmonica. 
 
The Arab and Islamic World 
Clay Scott, former foreign war correspondent, freelance journalist, Helena 
442-2322 office, 442-2422 home 
clayws@earthlink.net 
To most Americans, the Arab and Islamic world appears unstable, unpredictable, often hostile toward the United States, 
and certainly difficult to understand. This program provides an introduction to the peoples who make up the diverse 
societies of that world, touching on their histories, ethnicities, religions and traditions. Scott explores the phenomenon of 
―radical Islam,‖ and the evolving – and uneasy – relationship between the Arab and Islamic world and the West. 
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COMMUNICATION, CULTURE, & PUBLIC POLICY 
 
 

Troubled Newsrooms and Community Ignorance: Journalism’s Duty to the American West 
Frank Edward Allen, President and Executive Director, Institutes for Journalism & Natural Resources, Lolo 
543-3812 or 273-4626 office, 273-3523 home 
frank@IJNR.org 
Most Montanans care deeply about the natural beauty and natural resources of the region they call home. Yet many 
citizens are dissatisfied with how the West‘s newsrooms cover the rapid and, at times, unwanted changes that have 
become pervasive. Although the West‘s natural resources—from rivers, aquifers, and forests to mountains, rangelands, 
and wildlife—are fundamental to the region‘s character, news coverage of such vital topics is often shallow and polarizing. 
Allen explores how attitudes and practices inside so many western newsrooms have become obstacles to better coverage 
and deeper public understanding. 

Movie Stars & Rattlesnakes: The Heyday of Montana Live Television 
Norma Beatty Ashby, television broadcaster, author, Great Falls 
453-7078 
norma@in-tch.com 
Montana broadcast pioneer Ashby describes her 24 years before the camera on her daily ―Today in Montana‖ show with 
anecdotes about the famous and infamous guests she interviewed from Bob Hope and Clint Eastwood to rattlesnake 
handler Cyril Colarchek and a prisoner in the hole at the old Montana State Prison. Accompanied by video clips and 
images, she shares the challenges and joys of producing 7,000 shows over nearly three decades when morning live 
television was an important part of Montanans' daily lives. 
 
The Making of a Good Woman: Montana and the National Florence Crittenton Mission 
Ellen Baumler, author and Interpretive Historian, Montana Historical Society, Helena 
444-1687 office, 449-3062 home 
mbaumler@aol.com 
The Florence Crittenton Mission, founded in 1883 to offer sanctuary to ―fallen women and wayward girls,‖ came to 
Montana in the late 1890s as Crittenton Home Circles formed across the state to refer girls to the home in Helena. The 
matron‘s daybook from 1900 to 1915 and photographs of some of the anonymous women and girls who passed through 
the home, their backs to the camera, provide a backdrop for this unusual program. Dr. Baumler explores uncharted 
territory in women‘s history in Montana, tracing the national and local evolution of an organization that is as vital today as 
it was a century ago. 
 
To Care is to Build: Preserving Environments through Architecture 
Eric Buck, Assistant Professor, Philosophy, Montana State University, Billings 
896-5919 office, 259-2890 home 
ebuck@msubillings.edu 
What do your house and the physical structure of your town have to do with the condition of the environment?  Efforts to 
save the environment have assumed that it is a natural thing, and that our focus should be on rescuing species, cleaning 
the air, soil, and water, and preserving wilderness. While laudable and necessary, these activities miss the equally 
important work of building good places to live together. Architecture, towns, and cities have always primarily been human 
solutions to the problems of living within environments. Unfortunately, this is left largely up to a small group of 
professionals. We need a new kind of environmental work: the creative, community-building work of a people‘s 
architecture. This talk draws on examples of neighborhood projects from Montana and elsewhere, showing how these are, 
perhaps unexpectedly, ways to preserve the natural world. 
 
Neonatives in Montana 
John Clayton, author and journalist, Red Lodge 
446-3843 
info@johnclaytonbooks.com 
A ―neonative,‖ as conceived by the late historian Hal Rothman, is a person who moves to his or her ―hometown‖ as an 
adult. The neonative‘s relationship to that community is almost as strong and complex as—though quite different from—
that of the native. Often neonatives come to a place for its qualities, but inadvertently change it into the place they left 
behind. Is that good or bad? How have neonatives affected your community, or Montana as a whole? Journalist and 
author Clayton leads a community discussion. 
 
The Splendor of the English Country House 
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Patty Dean, curator and public historian, Helena 
443-2577 
pattydean@usafamily.net 
What makes a ―country house‖ a country house?  How have English country houses developed and persisted over time?  
What can the country house tell us about society, technology and economics? This 45 minute PowerPoint presentation 
explores the architecture, furnishings and landscapes at seven English country houses dating from the Elizabethan era to 
the mid-1980s. Selected to highlight a variety of architectural styles, eras, and development, these public and private 
properties include: the late sixteenth century Hardwick Hall (Derbyshire) built by Elizabeth, Countess of Shrewsbury; 
Petworth (Sussex) dating from the late 1600s; the neo-classical Kedleston Hall (Derbyshire); Chatsworth (Derbyshire) 
which is ever-evolving; the unforgettable and controversial Calke Abbey (Derbyshire); Flintham Hall (Nottinghamshire) 
with furnishings from the 1851 Crystal Palace exposition; and Henbury Hall (Cheshire) modeled after Palladio‘s 16

th
 

century Villa Capra but constructed in the mid 1980s. Patty Dean, a curator and public historian, was the Attingham 
Summer School‘s 2006 Dowager Duchess of Devonshire Scholar for the Royal Oak Trust, the American organization that 
supports the National Trust in Britain. 
 
Horse and Culture, Journeys into Animal Awareness 
Sid Gustafson, author, veterinarian, Assistant Professor of equine studies, The University of Montana Western, 
Dillon/Bozeman 
406-581-4946 
swgustafson@yahoo.com 
This interactive program explores how our contemporary relationship with the horse has evolved. Horse cultures in the 
Intermountain West and elsewhere will be displayed with visual media, including a special emphasis on the emergence of 
Native American horsemanship in Montana. Ideas and concepts regarding our responsibilities to the horse, and current 
trends in horsemanship and horse stabling pertaining to the well-being and welfare of the horse are presented. Dr. 
Gustafson will emphasize the principles of appropriate horse care, outlining contemporary trends in regard to providing 
the right environmental, nutritional, and behavioral needs of horses.  
 
History on Trial: Reinterpreting History through Courtroom Drama 
David Jolles, performing artist, Missoula 
549-3656 office, 728-3344 cell 
dmjolles@gmail.com 
This look at historical methodology can be adapted to give audiences a new take on any historical event. Jolles will 
describe the process of creating ―trial‖ to study the knowns and unknowns of any historical event. This process not only 
questions the defendant‘s motives but demonstrates how our own biases and those of our historians inform our cultural 
and political understanding of our past; an interactive experience which is tailored to suit each group. 
 
American Values for Our Time 
Brian Kahn, host of ―Home Ground Radio,‖ Helena 
444-8744 
brian@artemisgroup.org 
Over the last 50 years, our nation has undergone tremendous changes, and it is hard to get our moral bearings. But given 
the stark national and global challenges we face, it is vital that we do so. Founding values underpinning and enshrined in 
the Declaration of Independence and Bill of Rights can provide us with the moral compass we need in today‘s world. This 
talk explores Citizenship, Community, Checks and Balances, Conservation, Conscience and Common Ground, discussing 
the evolution of each in America and their direct relevance at this critical time. 
 
Bridging the Environment-Economy Divide 
Brian Kahn, host of ―Home Ground Radio,‖ Helena 
444-8744 
brian@artemisgroup.org 
Brian Kahn explores the historic tension between resource-based economic development and environmental conservation 
in the American West, and describes the evolving reality of collaborative conservation. Examine grazing, mining, and 
timber production in light of the changing western economy, and cultural perceptions and expectations about our use of 
nature. Finally, join in an assessment of the synergy between emerging rural and urban needs and perspectives, and the 
potential for a new American social compact based on economic-environmental ―common ground.‖ 
 
Art Society and Transformation 
Katie Knight, photographer, artist and educator, Helena 
465-5261 
kknight@bresnan.net 
Michelangelo is not thought of as a social critic but his work challenged the power structure of Renaissance Florence and 
provoked vigorous controversy. Picasso‘s massive cubist work Guernica is regarded as one of the most powerful 
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statements ever made against war. This visual presentation begins with art by individuals whose work expresses social 
conscience and moves on to consider the role of art in social movements. Civically engaged art spans a spectrum that 
ranges from commentary to activism: contemporary artists increasingly present projects designed to stimulate dialogue 
and seek social transformation; curators of theme-based exhibitions create forums for discussion to deepen 
understanding of complex issues; activist artists engage, provoke, and empower their audiences. This talk illustrates that 
spectrum with historic and contemporary examples, including work by artists featured in the exhibition now touring 
Montana, Speaking Volumes: Transforming Hate. As curator, Knight contextualizes the exhibition by sharing examples of 
parallel projects.  

 
Speaking Volumes: Transforming Hate 
Katie Knight, photographer, artist and educator, Helena 
465-5261 
kknight@bresnan.net 
This visual presentation illuminates the ideas and activities involved in the Holter Museum of Art‘s exhibition Speaking 
Volumes: Transforming Hate, now on tour through the Museum and Gallery Directors‘ Association of Montana. Sixty 
artists and artist teams responded to, integrated, and transformed white supremacist books into provocative works of art 
using diverse media. The presentation begins with the story of how the Montana Human Rights Network obtained 4000 
books from a defecting leader of the hate group, World Church of the Creator, now known as the Creativity Movement. 
Forming a unique community partnership, staff from the Montana Human Rights Network, the Museum, the Lewis and 
Clark Library, Helena public schools, and the artists, worked together under the guidance of curator Knight to design a 
project that opens up a dialogue about bigotry and social justice and deepens our understanding of our vulnerability to 
prejudice, and our capacity to overcome it. 

 
Something Old, Something New: Weddings in Montana 
Martha Kohl, Historical Specialist, Montana Historical Society, Helena 
449-2504 
mskohl@bresnan.net 
On the one hand, almost nothing is more personal than getting married. On the other hand, few rituals are more 
thoroughly influenced by larger cultural forces than weddings. How have weddings changed over the years? From outlaw-
sheriff Henry Plummer‗s wedding in the 1860s to stories of 20 weddings today, this presentation asks what weddings can 
tell us about Montana history and what Montana history can tell us about the ways people chose to wed. 

 
Understanding Wildlife Cinema 
Walter Metz, Associate Professor and Interim Head of Media and Theatre Arts, Montana State University, Bozeman  
994-7588 office, 579-3679 cell  
metz@montana.edu 
This presentation applies media studies analysis techniques to the ubiquity of basic cable television programs (Animal 
Planet, Discovery, National Geographic) devoted to documenting wildlife, many of which are filmed in Montana and other 
parts of the Intermountain West. The presentation will involve some basic wildlife and cinema criticism, and then detailed 
analysis of selected nature shows. 
 
Montanarama 
Leslie Van Stavern Millar, visual and performance artist, Missoula  
721-0591 
sciencewomansociety@msn.com 
What makes Montana unique? Montanarama provides a humorous and thought-provoking analysis of the diverse 
elements contributing to Montana‗s identity as a western state in the twenty-first century. Join Science Woman, clad in her 
trademark lab coat, as she examines interesting factual material–Montana history, regional oddities, new demographic 
studies and popular culture–enhanced by visually inventive slides. 

 
Finding and Capturing Your Story 
Susie Risho, Executive Director, StoryKeepers, a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting and preserving oral and 
written histories, Missoula 
549-0752 
risho@qwest.net 
In this lecture, Risho underlines the importance and value of keeping stories. She offers numerous suggestions to 
individuals raising the level of awareness when organizing personal histories and memories. Risho gives a brief 
commentary on the genesis of StoryKeepers, and then proceeds to one or all of the three distinct presentations from 
which the host may select: 1) guided sharing of personal stories, 2) techniques for gathering and organizing stories, and 
3) writing exercises of personal memories. The lecturer offers skills in: organizing, memory prompting, automatic writing, 
photo-journaling, historical fiction, as well as the art of listening and conducting an interview with minimal interviewer 
interference. 
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A Journalist’s Perspective on Wars and Reporting Them 
Clay Scott, former war correspondent, freelance journalist, Helena 
442-2322 office, 442-2422 home 
clayws@earthlink.net 
This program by a veteran foreign news correspondent will look at the work of journalists covering wars and conflicts, 
exploring broad questions about foreign news coverage, as well as issues specific to war reporting. Examine with Scott 
why some events are ―news‖ while others are ignored, whether it is possible to cover a conflict without taking sides, what 
motivates journalists to cover wars, and some of the ethical dilemmas journalists face. 
 
Community and Morality: A Brief Look at Wendell Berry’s Agrarian Ethics 
Dane Scott, Director of the Center for Ethics and Associate Professor of Environmental Studies,  
The University of Montana, Missoula  
243-6632 office 
dane.scott@mso.umt.edu 
Thomas Jefferson began a long tradition in American thought which argues that agrarian communities are highly 
important to our democracy. With the disappearance of small farm life in America, is the Jeffersonian tradition becoming 
obsolete? The poet, essayist, farmer and philosopher Wendell Berry defends the Jeffersonian tradition. Berry warns that 
with the loss of agrarian communities we are losing the moral economy that helps to create virtuous citizens. Is Berry a 
serious social critic or merely nostalgic for a lost world? Scott will discuss Berry‘s ideas on community, the moral 
economy, and virtuous citizenship in an effort to find some positive suggestions for our future. 
 
Expressions Exposed: Clichés, Idioms, Proverbs 
Chrysti Smith, writer and host of the radio series Chrysti the Wordsmith, Belgrade 
388-7480 
ctwordsmith@yahoo.com 
―Expressions Exposed‖ is a word-lover‘s look at the origins of everyday, formulaic phrases such as bark up the wrong 
tree, you’re pulling my leg and that hits the spot! Who knew keeping up with the Joneses was inspired by an early 
twentieth century comic strip?  That the phrase steal my thunder was the agonized cry of a failed playwright?  Presented 
in lecture form, ―Expressions Exposed‖ includes readings from the literature and poetry that inspired many clichés and 
idioms. 
 
World Population and National Security 
Chuck Tooley, businessman and political leader, Billings 
248-4404 office, 651-0273 home 
cft@chucktooley.com 
Whether the concern is hunger, disease, war, immigration, land use, resource depletion, or international security, world 
population growth has an increasing effect on how we live our lives. Because of the ease of travel throughout the world, 
new political-religious realities, and the deterioration of traditional familial cultures, our national security will continue to be 
affected in a variety of ways. Tooley, a board member of The Population Institute in Washington, D.C., will discuss these 
realities and talk about some options for the future. 
 
Montana’s Heritage in Symbols 
Carla Wambach, retired educator, Helena 
442-6551 
ceagle@mcn.net 
Montana‘s 14 State Symbols reflect the flair and variety that is Montana‘s heritage and illustrate its historic development. 
Here is an opportunity to gain knowledge and feel pride in these symbols as you actually touch the Meadowlark, feel the 
fur of a Grizzly hide, admire the beauty of the Bitterroot flower, sing the State Ballad and listen to its Lullaby. Learn the 
stories of each symbol and of the individuals and groups involved in creating them. 
 
Running Races with God: How (and Why) Our Presidential Candidates Talk about Religion on the Campaign Trail 
David Weiss, Professor, Media Studies, Montana State University, Billings 
657-2962 office, 672-3895 home 
dweiss@msubillings.com 
Since the mid-1970s, the religious affiliations and the private (yet publicly declared) beliefs of our politicians and office, 
holders have been matters of public debate—and, as a result, of political strategizing. Weiss analyzes this new wave of 
personal politico-religious communication, evaluating its use through the lenses of the U.S. presidency as a quasi-
religious institution since the republic‘s founding, the First Amendment‘s positions on both religion and speech, the theory 
of ―civil religion‖ that has long been argued to explain how religious sentiment is to be properly expressed in American 
public life, and the notion of the ―church-state contract‖ believed by some scholars to explain how religion and politics can 
peacefully co-exist in our country. By placing the 2004 and 2008 candidates‘ ―God talk‖—and the media‘s increasing 
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fascination with and encouragement of such talk—in these broader historical and rhetorical contexts, Weiss explores how 
the current conflation of religion and politics in the American electoral sphere can be seen in some ways as reflective of 
certain long-valued traditions while at the same time raising new and often challenging issues for Americans at all points 
on the political and religious spectrums.  
 
 

LITERATURE 
 
 

The History of the Bible: From Manuscript to Print 
Ellie Bagley, Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Religious Thought, Rocky Mountain College, Worden 
657-1073 office, 697-0044 home 
bagleye@rocky.edu 
From its origins in antiquity to its latest printed editions, the Bible has a fascinating history of development and 
transformation, in both text and interpretation. In this presentation, Dr. Bagley gives an account of how biblical texts of the 
Old and New Testaments were composed orally, written down, translated, and disseminated via manuscript copies. With 
the invention of printing in the late medieval period, the Bible's form began a dramatic change, and the vernacular 
translations of the sixteenth century—particularly those of Martin Luther and William Tyndale—sparked a religious 
revolution that ushered in the modern era. This presentation will be illustrated with a slide show, displaying images of 
relevant early manuscript fragments, medieval manuscript pages, and printed pages from the sixteenth to the twentieth 
centuries, to give the audience an appreciation of the development of the Bible over its 2500-year written history.  
 
The Seven Deadly Sins in Mystery 
Jo Anne Church, Associate Professor of English, University of Great Falls, Great Falls 
791-5360 office, 453-2984 home 
churfam02@bresnan.net 
People have been reading and enjoying mysteries for over 200 years. What is it that attracts us to mysteries?  We may 
believe that we love the excitement of trying to outwit the detective, or we enjoy the cat-and-mouse game of figuring out 
―who done it.‖  But in reality, we are responding to a much deeper element of our cultural tradition—the Christian concept 
of the Seven Deadly Sins. Pride, Avarice, Envy, Wrath, Lust, Gluttony, and Sloth are prime motivators for humans to 
commit crimes against one another. 
 
Montana’s Historic Poets 
Tami Haaland, poet, Assistant Professor of English at Montana State University, Billings 
657-2948 
thaaland@msubillings.edu 
The 1920s and 30s were particularly rich years for Montana poetry, but many of the poets from this period are forgotten or 
have become remote in our collective memory. Some, like J. V. Cunningham, who spent his formative years in the 
eastern part of the state, have never been recognized among Montana‘s poets. Discover and explore, with Haaland‘s 
guidance, the lives and writings of the more obscure poets who lived and wrote in Montana in the early twentieth century. 
 
Fishing by the Book  
Jon A. Jackson, writer, fisherman, Missoula 
251-6834 
jonjackson@bresnan.net 
There is more to fly-fishing than ... well, fishing. The literature of fishing is voluminous. Not many sports and pastimes 
have generated so much writing, from very early times – Izaak Walton – to just yesterday – Thomas McGuane. Quite a 
few of these writers were Montana anglers themselves, like the venerated Norman Maclean. Want to wade through the 
stacks? Jackson will guide you. 
 
Poems Across the Big Sky: Defining Montana 

Lowell Jaeger, poet and instructor, Flathead Valley Community College, Bigfork 
756 3907 office, 982 3269 home 
ljaegermontana@hotmail.com 
Montanans are not now and perhaps never have been the stereotypes presented by popular images in Hollywood 
Westerns of pistol-packing outlaws, wild savages, and kind-hearted saloon girls. Who are we, really?  This presentation 
seeks to explore that question by examining Poems Across the Big Sky, an anthology of more than 100 Montana poets. 
What do these poets tell us about this place and the people who live here?  How do these poems portray life in Montana 
as different from life elsewhere? 
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Cinderella in Syria—Folklore from Around the World 
Clay Scott, former foreign war correspondent, freelance journalist, Helena 
442-2322 office, 442-2422 home 
clayws@earthlink.net 
Take a fresh look at tales, legends, epics and other forms of folklore from around the world with a life-long collector of 
folklore. Explore how folklore migrates; how it is, for example, that versions of ―Cinderella‖ are told in places as diverse as 
Iceland and Syria (not to mention Montana). What has been the impact of technology on folklore? Can television and the 
internet (or even literacy) coexist with traditional storytelling? Those who attend this presentation will come away not only 
with a broader knowledge of the folklore that is an organic part of all lives, but a deeper understanding of the cultural 
continuum between ―our‖ world and other places and peoples. 
 
Overcoming Poetry Paralysis 
Lisa Simon, reader and scholar of poetry, instructor, The University of Montana, Missoula 
864-2919 
lisainmt@gmail.com  
Introductions to poetry typically emphasize a kind of puzzle-solving that relies heavily on poetic authorities. This method 
too often causes readers to recoil upon meeting a new poem. This is poetry paralysis!  Altering the approach to poetry—
emphasizing the agency of the reader to interpret, to question, to test his/her physical senses against the claims of the 
written word—allows these artificial barriers to dissipate. Simon guides participants to poems that present open doors and 
create occasions for two equal parties—reader and writer—to engage the richness of what it is to be human, the felt 
experience of a textured and mindful life. Simon is a teacher, reader and scholar of poetry.  She holds a Ph.D. in English 
Literature from University of Washington, Seattle with an emphasis in literary modernism. Lecture may be a single event 
or a series. 
 
War Poetry: Poetry is in the Pity 
Lisa Simon, reader and scholar of poetry, The University of Montana, Missoula 
864-2919 
lisainmt@gmail.com  
The poetry generated by conflict is itself deeply conflicted. War poetry is often the first cultural medium for the unutterable. 
It intensifies the dichotomies of fate/free will, loyalty/betrayal and heroics/humility. These concepts are bound up in one 
another, in turn exposing and masking, sanctioning and censuring the experiences of warfare. Simon emphasizes the 
lived experiences of war from the positions of those who feel its effects both at home and on the battlefields beginning 
with the trench warfare of WWI. A unique multimedia presentation enhances the historic content. Simon is a teacher, 
reader and scholar of poetry.  She holds a Ph.D. in English Literature from University of Washington, Seattle with an 
emphasis in literary modernism. Lecture may be a single event or a series. 
 
America’s Nature Writers 
John Snider, Professor of English, Montana State University Northern, Havre 
265-4188 office, 265-2916 home 
snider@msun.edu 
The great natural abundance and beauty of the vast American landscape has inspired America‘s nature writers including 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, John Muir, Aldo Leopold, Sigurd Olson, Annie Dillard, Wendell Berry, Gary 
Snyder, and others. As global warming, overpopulation, habitat destruction, and urbanization all threaten the natural 
wonders of our planet, we are now more than ever in need of the wisdom of our great nature writers. This discussion will 
highlight America‘s nature writers and ask the audience to share their perceptions of the natural beauty of the West. 

 
 

THE ARTS 
 
 
Early Photography: The Evolving Process 
Mark and Sharon Brown, independent historical consultants, Whitehall 
287-9233 
cdvbrown@hotmail.com 
This program is a presentation of early photographic processes from their invention in 1830 to 1900. A collection of 
original images, including daguerreotypes, ambrotypes, ferrotypes, wet plate collidion, gelatin dry plate, and ending with 
cellulous film, will be displayed. Another important part of the presentation is accurately dating images through a 
comprehensive discussion of period clothing and hairstyles, along with the photographic process used. Care and 
preservation of collections will also be discussed. The audience is encouraged to bring their old photos for inclusion in the 
program. 
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The Hudson River School and Washington Irving: Interpretations of the American Landscape 
Jo Anne Church, Associate Professor of English, University of Great Falls, Great Falls 
791-5360 office, 453-2984 home 
churfam02@bresnan.net 
Ever since Europeans began settling in the New World, they have had to deal with the concept of ―wilderness.‖  For the 
earliest settlers, such as the Puritans, wilderness represented evil because of its separation from God. Therefore it had to 
be conquered for man‘s good. As settlement and development continued into the nineteenth century, it became apparent 
that the wilderness was disappearing. With the rise of industrialization, writers and artists began dealing with their 
ambivalence about the purpose of wilderness: a place of chaos and confusion or a place of sanctity and peace. 
 

The Changing Image of American Indians in Film 
Richard Ellis, author and history professor (retired), Stevensville 
777-3045 
ellis_r@fortlewis.edu 
This program, with slides, looks at how Hollywood has depicted American Indians, suggests answers to questions about 
the influence of movies on public opinion and whether movies reflect changing public attitudes. Do filmmakers have an 
obligation to provide historical and cultural accuracy in films about Native Americans?  A collection of visual images from 
the movies provides a litany of ridiculous inaccuracies and stereotypes. Ellis holds a PhD in Western American History 
and has taught at Murray State University, University of New Mexico, and Fort Lewis College. 
 

Charles M. Russell: Cowboy Storyteller 
Richard Ellis, author and history professor (retired), Stevensville 
777-3045 
ellis_r@fortlewis.edu  
This slide-show looks at the career of Montana's legendary artist and best loved resident. Russell was first and foremost a 
storyteller (with words and with paintbrush) so that Will Rogers described him as the best storyteller that he had ever 
known. Russell's paintings frequently depicted actual events as well as the participants in those events and in so doing 
have had a continuous influence on cowboy artists. Ellis holds a Ph.D. in Western American History and has taught at 
Murray State University, University of New Mexico, and Fort Lewis College. 
 

Great Photographers of the 20
th

 Century West: Dorothea Lange, Ansel Adams, Eliot Porter 
Richard Ellis, author and history professor (retired), Stevensville 
777-3045 
ellis_r@fortlewis.edu 
Lange, Adams and Porter are major figures in the history of American photography. Lange focused on the Dust Bowl 
refugees during the great depression, and Adams and Porter are noted for their images of the American landscape. This 
slide program will illustrate the work of these extraordinary photographers and show how their work influenced public 
policy. Ellis holds a Ph.D. in Western American History and has taught at Murray State University, University of New 
Mexico, and Fort Lewis College. 
 
How Photography Frames our Perceptions 
Katie Knight, photographer, artist and educator, Helena 
465-5261 
kknight@bresnan.net  
This presentation and discussion of nearly 100 photographs, from early experiments through contemporary media, 
provides a lens for understanding our history, identity, values, aesthetics, media, and politics. Soon after photography was 
invented in 1839, lower cost portraits became available and painters were liberated from the demands of realistic 
representation. Photographs quickly began to communicate and construct our sense of who we are and how we want to 
be seen. Exploring the world and social issues, documentary photographers created visual narratives that have impacted 
the collective conscience and national policies. The power of photography is skillfully exploited by marketing campaigns 
that stimulate desires for products and candidates. At the same time, photography can be seen as an increasingly popular 
folk art practiced by millions of people who use cameras to narrate life stories that focus on what we value, remember, 
and want to share. 
 

Ghost Signs: A Sign of the Times 
Kevin Kooistra-Manning, Community Historian, Western Heritage Center, Billings 
256-6809 x 127 office, 256-5936 home 
solyluna@imt.net 
Ghost signs, the hand-rendered painted advertisements on the sides of historic buildings and rock faces, reveal past 
periods of occupancy and use and give continuity to public spaces, becoming part of the community memory. What 
dictated the location of this advertising and how were the signs adhered to buildings? Using a PowerPoint slide show, 
Kooistra-Manning addresses these questions and presents  images of some of the most impressive ghost signs in the 
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Billings and the Yellowstone River Valley using both historic photographs from the Western Heritage Center archives and 
contemporary images of historic advertisements. 
 
L.A. Huffman: On Friendship & Photography 
Mary Murphy, Michael P. Malone Professor of History, Montana State University, Bozeman 
994-5206 office, 587-0813 home 
mmurphy@montana.edu 
L.A. Huffman, like Buffalo Bill, was in the business of selling the Old West. Huffman counted among his friends and 
acquaintances the scout Yellowstone Kelly, painter Charlie Russell, writer and conservationist, George Bird Grinnell, 
naturalist William T. Hornaday, and President Theodore Roosevelt. Business, war, pleasure, and adventure brought them 
to Montana and to each other‘s company. This presentation explores the ways in which Huffman‘s photographs bound 
these friends to an ―old west‖ he helped to create and what meaning that had for a particular generation. 
 
American Art and American Democracy: It All Comes Together in Jazz 
Wilbur W. Rehmann, musician, Helena 
443-5677 
wilbur@ixi.net  
www.montanajazz.com 
America is the only place that the art form called jazz could have been created. Rehmann begins by describing the roots 
of jazz in the field hollers and work songs of slaves and follows the art form through to the modern jazz era of the 40s, 
50s, 60s, and beyond. Rehmann will illustrate points with examples from recordings, his own saxophone playing, and 
video footage. 
 
Picturing Montana 
Jennifer Jeffries Thompson, independent scholar and historical projects consultant, Helena 
442-2642 
jjthompson@bresnen.net 
In September 2008, the Montana Historical Society proudly introduced the long-awaited Montana History textbook for 
middle school audiences, Montana: Stories of the Land. The text, written by Krys Holmes, edited by Martha Kohl and 
dedicated to the late Dave Walter, is 22 chapters, covering Montana‘s history from geologic formation to the present era. 
The announcement of the new NEH initiative Picturing America a visual ―textbook‖ designed to stimulate and trigger 
learning among elementary, middle and secondary school audiences came at a time when Montana‘s new textbook went 
to press. This presentation includes 10 pieces from the collection of textbook illustrations and a discussion about the 
selected art, how each piece not only illustrates a topic in Montana history, but also illumines perspective, prejudice and 
knowledge of the past. The selection represents an historical chronology, from early people, to vanishing landscapes. 

 
 

MUSEUM RESOURCES & HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
 

Conveniences Sorely Needed: Montana’s Historic Highway Bridges 
Jon Axline, Historian, Montana Department of Transportation, Helena 
444-6258 office, 442-3959 home 
jaxline@mt.gov 
Historic bridges are an important part of Montana‘s landscape, providing a connection between the state‘s past and 
present. They are good examples of the science of practical bridge engineering, reflect the optimism that many had in the 
future of their communities and state, and silently represent the development of Montana from territorial days to the 
interstate era. Axline‘s presentation weaves together via narrative and illustrations, the science of old bridges, the people 
who built them, and the stories they tell us. 
 
Saving Bridges 
Kristi Hager, preservation photographer and artist, Missoula 
327-6681 
lightroom@montana.com 
Through photos and notes, Hager shares the peculiarities of photographing historic bridges over Montana‘s rivers 
including the Milk, Missouri, Dearborn, Clark Fork, Yellowstone and Tongue Rivers. A bridge is often a beloved local 
landmark, a thing of beauty, source of pride, and a fishing access. Some of these bridges are already gone. See their 
photographs and learn how to identify and preserve the historic bridges that remain. 
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Preventive Conservation for Small Museums 
Teresa Knutson, Textile Conservator and Principal, Rocky Mountain Textile Conservation, Kalispell 
756-1388 
rmtcons@yahoo.com 
The goal of a museum and historical society is to preserve the artifacts within their collections as part of the heritage of 
the community. Unfortunately many small museums and historical societies lack both staff and funding to fulfill this goal. 
This whole-day workshop will provide information on preventive conservation to small museums addressing such topics 
as the monitoring of environmental conditions, care and handling of museum artifacts, storage methods, assessing the 
condition of artifacts, and making conservation and disaster plans for museums. The workshop would be structured 
according to the needs of each particular museum or historical society (determined by a questionnaire filled out by the 
museum staff prior to the day of the workshop) and will particularly emphasize their collections of textiles and historic 
costumes.  
 
Exhibit Mounting and Mannequins for Costumes and Textiles 
Teresa Knutson, Textile Conservator and Principal, Rocky Mountain Textile Conservation, Kalispell 
756-1388 
rmtcons@yahoo.com 

Exhibiting costumes can be particularly frustrating for small museums, because they present unique mounting and exhibit 

problems often more complex than mounting other types of artifacts. Participants in this day-long workshop will learn the 

theory of artifact support, in addition to a variety of mounting methods and mannequins for different types of textiles and 

costumes. The presentation will consist of an illustrated lecture, handouts, and samples of mounts and mannequins. 

Before the workshop, the museum staff will be consulted about the types of textiles and costumes the museum wants to 

display and what types of display spaces, mounts, and mannequins are available. This information will be used to 

determine some mounting methods for textiles and costumes the museum wishes to display. 
 
Right from the Beginning—Starting a Museum 
L.J. Richards, Assistant Director/Senior Curator, Historical Museum at Fort Missoula, Missoula 
728-3476 x2 office, 721-9658 home 
richardslj@bresnan.net 
Many museums are started by well-meaning people ―saving‖ their heritage. Often they are unfamiliar with museum 
professional standards and the non-exhibit side. Difficulties arise as the museum ―grows up‖ and begins to introduce 
professional methods into its regimen. Though much of it is a lot like filing and keeping records, what makes it meaningful 
and exciting is working with the ―real thing.‖  Starting in the right direction with a good plan, sooner rather than later, 
means better access to community support and grants. This all-day workshop is based on the book, Starting Right – A 
Basic Guide to Museum Planning by Gerald George & Cindy Sherrell-Leo. 
 
Designing and Installing Exhibits 
L.J. Richards, Assistant Director/Senior Curator, Historical Museum at Fort Missoula, Missoula 
728-3476 x2 office, 721-9658 home 
richardslj@bresnan.net  
Attendees learn the importance of respect for the object – whether it is a stove, deed, painting, or book. We discuss how 
different types of objects require different techniques – how long to display, kinds of lighting and how much, types of 
mounts, how it all fits together, and the ethics involved. What is current in the field of interpretation, and how collections, 
registration, interpretation, education and programming, research, and the use of volunteers, all impact exhibits. The 
PowerPoint presentation shows different kinds of ―exhibit furniture‖ that is appropriate to use, inexpensive to make, and 
inexpensive to alarm. We also discuss the types of documents used in exhibits – legally, internally and externally. 
 
It’s All About Artifacts 
Janet Sperry, retired registrar, Montana Historical Society, Helena  
443-2749 
jsperry@mt.net 
The job of a museum is to preserve objects forever. We need to learn as much as we can about the proper way to 
manage museum collections. This hands-on learning workshop will target an area of collections management determined 
by the requesting museum. Museum records management is the creation of permanent records generated and kept by 
the museum: accession/deaccession records, loan forms, collection inventories, typed catalogue cards or sheets, 
handwritten catalogue worksheets, conditions reports, location records, name/place association records, and insurance 
forms. This program is useful to all community members involved with their museum. 
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Living History Programs in Your Museum 
Dan Thyer, Living History Coordinator, Montana Heritage Commission, Virginia City 
843-5247 
dthyer@mt.gov 
Living History enables history museums, historical societies, and other educational organizations to truly engage the 
public with history. This is accomplished using historic objects and environs and appropriate recreations to tell the stories 
of the people who used those objects. Dan Thyer, Living History Coordinator for the Montana Heritage Commission‘s 
―Step into Montana‘s Past‖ Nevada City Museum Living History Program presents information on how to design, tailor, 
and implement, living history programs in your museum setting.  

 
 

LIVING HISTORY 
 

An Evening with Pierre Cruzatte’s Ghost 
Richard Baker, author, Great Falls 
761-4256 
richardbakerbird@yahoo.com 
Pierre Cruzatte was a French-Indian boatsman and fiddler on the Lewis and Clark Expedition, and an intriguing individual. 
In this presentation his spirit, believing it is July 14, 1805, is surprised to encounter the audience. At first he is seriously 
concerned for the welfare of these unarmed people in Blackfeet and grizzly territory. He soon warms up to the audience 
and entertains them with yarns of the expedition and fiddle tunes of the era. The presentation draws the listener directly 
into the experiences of the exploration, making them feel they are actually sitting in a camp, listening to Pierre Cruzatte in 
person.  
 
The Banning of Huckleberry Finn 
Michael Delaney, independent scholar on Twain, Missoula 
542-3821 
Since its publication in 1885, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn has been almost constantly banned somewhere in the 
country for one reason or another. Currently, the most popular objection to the book is that it is perceived as racist. In a 
presentation particularly appropriate for the high school or college campus, Delaney addresses this issue, then opens the 
program to what has consistently been lively and productive discussion. 
 
Mark Twain in Montana 
Michael Delaney, independent scholar on Twain, Missoula 
542-3821 
In the early 1860s, en route from St. Joseph, Missouri to Carson City, Nevada, Mark Twain met and had breakfast with 
the notorious Virginia City desperado Bad Jack Slade. Fortunately, Slade was sober at the time, and Twain survived the 
interview. Some three decades later on the third leg of his worldwide lecture tour, Twain stopped and lectured in five 
Montana cities. Delaney presents a most amusing view of these historical events from Mark Twain‘s unique perspective. 
 
Mark Twain Portrayal 
Michael T. Delaney, independent scholar on Twain, Missoula 
542-3821 
In Mark Twain‘s day, the public lecture was a most popular form of entertainment, and Twain was arguably the most 
popular practitioner of the art. In this thought-provoking and entertaining Chautauqua, Delaney presents Mark Twain as 
Twain presented himself on tour. Delaney, who served two years as the village Mark Twain in the Hannibal, Missouri 
Historical District, offers a variety of programs and topics to suit any occasion, and includes a segment in which he 
addresses questions from the audience. 
 
Koo-Koo-Sint (Star Watcher) - David Thompson: Searching Sources to the Sea 
Ritchie Doyle, writer, actor, historical interpretive specialist, Lolo 
273-2279 
ritchie@bigsky.net 
Geographer and surveyor David Thompson's achievements throughout the Inland Northwest (1807-1812) are unequaled. 
Traveling by foot, boat, horseback or dogsled, Thompson—perhaps the greatest land explorer of all time—completed the 
first scientific survey of the entire Columbia River, a vast area of 1.9 million square miles. Using Thompson's own words 
(and maps), Doyle's Chautauqua presentation brings to life this compassionate, confident and determined character 
whose legacy today resonates through the Columbia Basin.  
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Buffalo Hunter Vic Smith 
Arch Ellwein, independent scholar and actor, Sidney 
(800) 482-5109  
arch@midrivers.com 
Veteran presenter Ellwein brings Buffalo Hunter Yellowstone Vic Smith (1850-1925) to life in a poignant and often 
humorous first-person portrayal set in 1900. Victor Grant Smith had a varied career as an army scout and dispatch rider, 
trapper and hunter and trick shot artist and storyteller. Based on Smith‘s memoir, Ellwein recounts Smith‘s experiences 
with the likes of George Armstrong Custer, Sitting Bull and Theodore Roosevelt. This program can lead to a discussion 
about the demise of the buffalo and conservation as the actor comes out of character after the performance. 
 
A Visit with TR 
Arch Ellwein, independent scholar and actor, Sidney 
(800) 482-5109 
arch@midrivers.com 
Meet the vibrant 26th President of the United States, Theodore Roosevelt, during the 100

th
 anniversary of his 

administration (1901-1909). Even Roosevelt‘s critics admired the man who took on the corporate trusts, charged up San 
Juan Hill, defied the Party ―bosses,‖ built the Panama Canal, defined conservation and won a Nobel Peace Prize. Hear his 
views on conservation, agriculture, and democracy, all shaped by his Western experience. Portrayed by Ellwein, 
President Roosevelt talks of his experiences in Montana as a rancher and sportsman. Following his ―press conference,‖ 
the actor/historian will come out of character for further discussion. 
 
Steamboating on the Missouri with Captain Marsh  
Arch Ellwein, independent scholar and actor, Sidney 
(800) 482-5109  
arch@midrivers.com 
A colorful chapter of Montana History is revisited in this first-person portrayal of Steamboat Captain Grant Marsh by 
actor/historian Ellwein. Marsh was the king of the upper Missouri steam boaters, never losing a vessel in scores of 
excursions to the head of navigation, Fort Benton. He captained an exploration up the Yellowstone to within 60 miles of 
Yellowstone National Park, and, from the battle of the Little Big Horn, he brought the news and transported the wounded 
to Bismarck, North Dakota in record time. Ellwein presents a 35-40 minute presentation in character followed by questions 
and discussion. 
 
People v. Thomas W. Cover 
Gary Forney, Montana history scholar, Ennis 
682-4096 
grfcmf@3riversdbs.net 
In the early morning of April 18, 1867, Tom Cover and John Bozeman rode out of a cattle camp near present-day 
Livingston, and into one of Montana‘s great mystery stories. The circumstances of the murder of Bozeman on the 
following day are ripe with intrigue. In this presentation, Forney assumes the role of Montana Territorial Attorney Moses 
Veale and will offer evidence related to this shocking event. You are summoned to serve as a member of the Grand Jury 
considering an indictment against Mr. Cover for the murder of Bozeman. 
 
Tea with Dolley Madison 
Cheryl Heser, Director of Rosebud County Library, Forsyth 
346-7561 office, 356-4372 home 
rclib@rangeweb.net 
From pre-Revolutionary days as a girl growing up in the Society of Friends (Quaker) tradition until 1829, when she was in 
her 60s and her husband was nearing death, Dolley Madison sparkled with humor, gifted observation, and genuine love of 
life. Through this living history program Heser acquaints us with Montpelier, Madison‘s life, and the personalities and 
importance of many leading figures in early America, as well as the political disputes and currents which affected them. In 
addition to the performance, Heser is offering to meet with classes of students during the school day to give them a lesson 
in Madison‘s historic era and to acquaint them with the process of historic biographical research and creation of a ―living 
history‖ presentation. 
 
An Unfinished Life: The Last Day in the Life of Meriwether Lewis 
David Jolles, performing artist, Missoula 
549-3656 office, 728-3344 home 
dmjolles@gmail.com 
The death of Meriwether Lewis in the fall of 1809 is surrounded by controversy that continues to this day. Hear the famous 
explorer tell his story of what really happened that fateful night in the woods of Tennessee. Participate in furthering the 
debate (murder vs. suicide) over his demise and learn of the complex and intriguing series of events leading up to his 
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death, as a vehicle for a larger and more thorough investigation of the national political climate of the early nineteenth 
century.  
 
Mary Gleim: Murderous Madam of Missoula 
Kim Kaufman, actress, Frenchtown 
626-4140 
kimsunrise@myway.com 
―I AM Mary Gleim. G-L-E-I-M Gleim. The newspapers often got it wrong. There are many myths and lies that have been 
told about me over the years, and I‘m here today to set the story straight. I will tell you the truth…at least as I remember 
it!‖  From Red Light districts and a rival‘s dynamited house, to capitalism and a very famous tombstone, with a stop at the 
Deer Lodge Territorial Prison, this is a tongue-in-cheek 45 minute romp through history with Missoula‘s most famous 
Madam, from her birth in Ireland in 1845 to her death in Missoula, Montana in 1914. 
 
Two Gals Gossiping about Early Montana 
Kim Kaufman and Evelyn Widhalm, actresses, Frenchtown 
626-4140 
kimsunrise@myway.com 
It‘s the late1800s in the Montana Territory. What does a madam have in common with a schoolteacher?  Two Gals 
Gossiping About Early Montana will answer this question. Mrs. Emma Slack Dickenson (Widhalm) and Madam Mary 
Gleim (Kaufman) come together wondering themselves what they might have to talk about. Strangely enough, they 
discover some parallels in their mutual experiences, as they each tell their stories. In time, they find themselves gossiping 
about events and people of the time, albeit from very different perspectives. 
 
Women of the Bozeman Trail 
Jacqueline Marotta, Living History Presenter, Virginia City 
843-5283 
synergybestway@yahoo.com 
Marotta portrays ―Mrs. Petrea Smith‖ who describes how she leaves the modern 1866 United States and travels a step 
backwards to the wilds of the western gold fields on the Bozeman Trail. As ―Ms. Smith‖ Marotta discusses ―What the 
Ladies thought and how they prepared for life in the territory.‖ She shares anecdotes of what happened to some of the 
historical people she met, their trials, tribulations and joys. She describes her perspective of how the good women and 
children were treated and her outlook on her travels.  
 
Workers of the World Who Came to Butte 
Thomas G. Satterly, storyteller and Department Manager, Environmental Sciences Department, University of Montana 
Western, Dillon 
683-7869 office, 683-4081 home 
t_satterly@umwestern.edu 
Shift change in Butte was a shuffling rumble of thousands of men from Wales, Finland, Austria, Ireland, Croatia, Italy, 
China, Syria, Cornwall, every state in the U.S., and just about everywhere else. Butte was always open: Italian supper 
clubs in Meaderville, boarding houses in Finntown, the Columbia gardens, streetcars, the joints uptown, and everybody's 
kitchens. Satterly, descendant of early Butte families, will take the audience to ethnic Butte in the ―Roaring 20s‖ and ―Dirty 
30s‖ through this in-costume Chautauqua performance. 
 
Henry Plumer Speaks 
Sterling Schmidt, living history volunteer, Montana Heritage Commission, Virginia City 
360-0180 
silversmithgoldsmith@yahoo.com 
Was Henry Plumer the worst road agent in modern history?  Or, was he robbed at the gallows by a politically motivated 
lynch mob?  Hear his side of the story in this first person presentation. Schmidt has been researching the mysterious 
Henry Plumer and the goings on in Alder Gulch for four years. Sterling volunteers for the Montana Heritage Commission 
as a first person interpreter portraying Henry Plumer in the Nevada City Museum. He is a member of the Association of 
Living History Farms and Museums. 
 
 
Harry Alonzo Longabaugh, the Sundance Kid in Montana 
Dan Thyer, living history coordinator, Montana Heritage Commission, Virginia City 
843-5247  
dthyer@mt.gov 
Thyer, Living History Coordinator for the Montana Heritage Commission, portrays one of the most famous and colorful 
outlaws in the history of the American West. The Sundance Kid was a member of the Hole in the Wall gang later known 
by the Pinkerton Detective agency as the Wild Bunch. The Kid worked as a cowboy and outlaw in Wyoming and Montana. 
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Thyer uses first and third person to present educational information about the Malta-Wagner, Montana robberies of the 
Great Northern Railroad, in 1892 and 1901. 
 
One Lump or Two 
Donna Worth and Sharon Brown, independent researchers—Whitehall 
287-3021 or 287-9233 home 
dworth@tssmt.net, cdvbrown@hotmail.com 
Please join us for tea!  The history of ―tea‖ is lightheartedly presented in all its glory and also its practicality. Kettledrums, 
themes, topics, menus and beverages of old, displays of original tea gowns, the language of flowers and conversational 
etiquette are all discussed with two ladies dressed in appropriate period attire, seated at the ―properly‖ dressed table with 
all accoutrements necessary for a Victorian afternoon gathering. Men were often included – especially if the ladies were 
doing a little matchmaking amongst the group! The program makes a fun addition for tea guilds and other venues wishing 
to experience a part of our lost social culture. When requested, a secondary ―Teddy Bear‖ or ―Companion Tea‖ can be 
held for the amusement of little Victorians who accompany guests – making this a cherished occasion for all who attend. 
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Sponsor Requirements 

 
 
A minimum $50 cash co-payment per program is required from the sponsoring organization. A check for $50 per 
application should be paid at the time of the application. Whether applying on-line or via paper application, a sponsor 
may mail a check to Humanities Montana, 311 Brantly, Missoula, MT 59812 or pay on-line with a credit card 
(http://www.humanitiesmontana.org/SpeakersBureau/speakers.shtml). Please attach a print copy of your application, if 
mailing a check. If Humanities Montana declines to fund an application, the $50 will be returned. Upon written request, 
appropriate waivers will be made for small or disadvantaged organizations. 
 
As an alternative or in addition to the co-payment, organizations may provide speaker‘s lodging and/or meal(s). Such 
arrangements must be made with the speaker in accordance with her/his preferences, and noted on the application. All 
cash contributed, as well as the value of meals and/or lodging, count as part of the sponsor‘s total match to the grant. 

All travel involving a round trip of more than 800 miles must include multiple programs in the same community or in 
other communities along the route. Humanities Montana staff can help suggest sponsors.  

Humanities Montana pays honoraria and travel, meals, and lodging expenses directly to the speakers in the Speakers 
Bureau. As you know, in addition to co-payment, your sponsorship demands a real investment of volunteer time and often 
cash for the remainder of costs involved in promotion, telephoning, travel, hospitality, supplies, space, and rentals 
required for the program. When you attach a monetary value to your volunteer service and keep track of cash expenses 
and donated printing and publicity on behalf of your program, you will discover that your expenditures often exceed 
Humanities Montana‘s grant. 
 
Estimating and documenting such information is your single most important obligation to Humanities Montana. On the 
application, you must sign a cost-sharing statement. This demonstrates to our principal sources of funds, the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and the Montana Cultural Trust, that our sponsors share the cost of public humanities 
programs in Montana, a requirement for their funding. After your program has occurred, you will be asked to figure the 
amount of cost share your organization contributed. In order to calculate your cost share, use the worksheet found at 
http://www.humanitiesmontana.org/SpeakersBureau/speakers.shtml. 
 
 
YOU MAY APPLY FOR A HUMANITIES MONTANA SPEAKERS BUREAU PROGRAM EITHER ON-LINE OR BY 
FILLING OUT THE PAPER APPLICATION BELOW.  IN EITHER CASE: 
 
1. Select a topic and speaker far in advance of the proposed date. Secure the program meeting room. 
 
2. Contact the speaker directly to see whether he or she is available on your program date. 
 
3. Humanities Montana must receive your application form and co-payment check at least four weeks before your 
program. Late applications will not be approved. 
 
4. Keep track of your time, donated services, and expenses.  You will report the amount of volunteer time you and 
other volunteers spent on the project, the value of contributed services, and any expenses incurred in conjunction with the 
program as your cost share contribution. You will receive a Financial Report for this when your program is approved. 
Please begin keeping a written record of this time and these expenses now. 
 
5. Wait for Humanities Montana acknowledgement of support. About a week after we receive your application, we will 
notify you of our decision. (Funding is limited and not all requests will be approved.) You will receive an e-mail or 
phone call notifying you of your request‘s status. 
 
Call your speaker again one week before your program, and confirm all program and logistic details. 
 
 
 
Sponsors are limited to a maximum of three programs per calendar year.     
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APPLICATION 
 

 

Please Photocopy as Needed.  Use a Separate Application for Each Program  
 

SPONSORING ORGANIZATION(S) 
 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________   Phone____________________ 
             Street or Box                                 City                                     Zip Code 

Is this a non-profit organization?   Yes____    No____                       Email:______________________________________  
 

 

PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
 

Name_________________________________________                Email:_____________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________   Phone_________________  
 

TITLE OF PROGRAM AND SPEAKER REQUESTED 

Speaker________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title of Program__________________________________________________________________ 
 

LOCATION, DATE, AND TIME OF PROGRAM 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                                               

__________________________________                       Estimated Audience Size ________________ 

CO-PAYMENT 
 

Please choose one of the following options: 
 

 $50.00 co-payment to Humanities Montana included 

 Will send $50.00 co-payment 

 Requesting a waiver of the $50.00 co-payment     

COST-SHARE ESTIMATE 
As a program sponsor I agree that my organization will account for and report volunteer and/or staff time, mileage, the 
value of venue space, meals, and other contributions (both in-kind and cash), which will amount to at least $400. 

 

 

Program Coordinator‘s signature 
 

Return this completed form at least four weeks before your program to: 
 

 

 
311 Brantly, Missoula, MT 59812 

www.humanitiesmontana.org 
406-243-6022 or 1-800-624-6001 

http://www.humanitiesmontana.org/

