Humanities
Mini-Grant Guidelines

Grant Type Maximum Award Required Matich Application Deadline
Mini-Grant $2,000 None At least 4-6 weeks before the project

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Humanities Montana’s Mini-Grants are rapid-response grants awarded to nonprofit organizations
and public institutions across Montana to support programs and projects that strengthen
community through storytelling, conversations, learning, and reflection on our shared human
experience. These grants are designed to support a vast array of bold and innovative projects
that gather multiple perspectives and worldviews in thoughtful consideration of humanities ideas
and content. Supported projects advance the humanities in Montana by increasing public
access to humanities programming through which residents of our state can learn about our rich
and diverse past, present, and future. We look to elevate the voices of those whose stories have
not been told, raise awareness of critical conversations surrounding the current issues of our time,
and encourage civic engagement of our citizens and residents.

Our grant opportunities are meant to be accessible and, although our award process is
competitive, we are constantly working to enhance equity in our review process. We welcome
any opportunity to support and guide you through the application process.

All applicants must schedule a consultation with our grants and evaluation director at least one
week before applying (some exceptions may apply). A link to schedule a 30-minute consultation
can be found on our website: https://www.humanitiesmontana.org/mini-grants/. For more
information, contact:

Megan Sundy, Grants and Evaluation Director | megan.sundy@humanitiesmontana.org | (406) 243-6067

Draft Review Request Deadline (optional) 1-2 weeks before submission

Application Deadline Rolling (dependent on funding availability)

Anticipated Award Announcements 3-4 weeks after submission

Award Amount Up to $2,000

Cost Sharing / Match Required Not required

Humanities Subject Expert Requirement At least one confirmed and committed subject expert

Period of Performance 30 days after completing all project activities and up to 1 year, but no
earlier than Nov1, 2023, and no later than Oct 31, 2024

Eligible Applicants 1 Nonprofit organizations recognized as tax-exempt under section

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
1 Accredited institutions of higher education (public or nonprofit)
1 State and local governments and their agencies
1 Federally recognized Native American Tribal governments
1 Tribal organizations

Online Resources https://www.humanitiesmontana.org/mini-grants/
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This document contfains guidelines for submitting a grant application to Humanities Montana. The document
also outlines the requirements for managing grant awards, project monitoring, and final reporting
requirements. NOTE: All grants are awarded subject to the availability of funds. Please apply for all
Humanities Montana grants using our online grant application forms.

BACKGROUND

Humanities Montana offers the Mini-Grant funding opportunity under the authority of the Office of
Federal/State Partnership between the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and the
nonprofit network of state and jurisdictional humanities councils and serves as a pass-through
entity (PTE). Awards are subject to 2 CFR Part 200 Uniformm Administrative Requirements, Cost
Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards, and the General Terms and Conditions for
Awards to Organizations (for grants and cooperative agreements issued January 1, 2022 or later).

Under Section 3(a) of the National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities Act of 1965, as
amended, “The term ‘humanities’ includes, but is not limited to, the study of the following:
language, both modern and classical; linguistics; literature; history; jurisprudence; philosophy;
archaeology; comparative religion; ethics; the history, criticism and theory of the arts; those
aspects of the social sciences which have humanistic content and employ humanistic methods;
and the study and application of the humanities to the human environment with particular
attention to reflecting our diverse heritage, traditions, and history and to the relevance of the
humanities to the current conditions of national life.”

Humanities Montana adds, “The humanities are the examination of what it means to be human
through the interpretation and discussion of all forms of thought, interest, and expression. While
we value traditional humanities disciplines, such as art history, literature, history, and philosophy,
our emphasis is on the public humanities, which means that we look at the humanities as more
than an academic discipline. For us, the public humanities are a mode of inquiry and
conversation that aims to engage, support, or challenge the ideals, beliefs, tensions, and
prejudices of the communities in which we live. We believe that important thought can happen
outside of the academy — in neighborhood institutions, schools, churches, and at kitchen tables
across the country. We are especially interested in instances of the public humanities that
promote civic engagement — in raising critical issues facing everyday people and conducted
with the hope of increasing participants’ thirst for staying engaged. Rather than being defined by
rigid disciplinary boundaries, it is the humanistic lens, which emphasizes curiosity, questioning,
and dialogue, that matters.”

Learn more about Humanities Montana.

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Humanities Montana’s Mini-Grants support public humanities programming that strengthens
community and culture by promoting civic engagement, sparking thoughtful community
dialogue, and reflecting on the human experience across the Big Sky State. These grants are
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designed to support a vast array of bold and innovative projects that are meaningful to local
communities and inspire timely community conversations.

Projects must be grounded in humanities scholarship and incorporate an approach that is
thoughtful, balanced, and analytical; proposals must demonstrate the potential to attract a
broad general audience.

Humanities Montana encourages projects that promote a deeper understanding of Montana's
history and culture as well as those that examine themes and subjects in the humanities relevant
and important to Montana communities.

Supported projects may be stand-alone or part of a larger organizational initiative.

Repeat proposals are allowed. However, applicants should be aware, that when they submit
proposals for annual programs or “repeat” projects of essentially the same format, Humanities
Montana expects a request for substantially less funding than for initial projects, and we expect to
see some innovation in the project.

Muliiple requests for support of the same project either through Mini-Grants or Community
Project Grants in the same fiscal year are not allowed. Organizations may receive up to one Mini-
Grant and one additional grant in another category in the same fiscal year, as long as the
requests are for separate and unique projects.

Examples of supported humanities content (this list is not exhaustive):

Literature « Philosophy ¢ History « Language ¢ Civic Engagement « Comparative Religion * Art
History/Criticism/Theory ¢ Education ¢ Preservation & Access ¢ Natural & Social Sciences ¢
Environmental ¢ Agriculture * Disability Studies

Examples of supported Community Project formats & methods content (this list is not
exhaustive):

Storytelling  Historical Analysis ¢ Public Writing Workshops e Literacy Programs e Ethical Inquiry
Interpretation at Historic Sites ® Book Festivals ¢ Exhibits ¢ Lectures ¢ Speaker Series * Panel
Discussions ¢ Teacher Institutes & Workshops « Humanities Program Planning * Reading &
Discussion Programs ¢ Humanities Events (conferences, symposia, Chautauqua, workshops,
humanities labs)

Humanities Montana-funded projects must:

1 Focus on clearly defined humanities theme(s)

1 Build on sound humanities scholarship

1 Deepen public understanding of significant humanities questions

1 Approach a subject analytically, presenting a variety of perspectives

1 Involve humanities scholars (academic, professional, or subject-expert) in all aspects of
the project; all proposals require at least one confirmed subject expert-expert

1 Employ appealing and accessible formats that will actively engage the general public in
learning
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Demonstrate support and involvement of communities and cultures represented in project
content and activities or specifically address why they are not involved (e.g., projects that
involve Native American communities or cultures must include letters of support from
participating scholars, researchers, and/or program participants from that specific
community outlining their involvement)

In addition, Mini-Grants must:

f
f
il
f

Involve professional project leadership

Appeal to a broad audience

Include a public program

Include outreach/publicity and evaluation plans where appropriate

Humanities Montana CANNOT fund:

1
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Projects that present a one-sided, uncritical treatment of an issue

Projects that focus on personal instead of public concerns

Promotion of a particular political, religious, or ideological point of view

Political advocacy

Advocacy of a particular program of social or political action

Support of specific public policies or legislation

Lobbying

Obscene, libelous, indecent, or defamatory content (including hate speech, personal
attacks, or material constituting harassment)

Non-public meetings of organizations (although Humanities Montana will consider
funding programs open to the public but held in conjunction with a group's meeting)
Construction, restoration, or operating expenses of existing organizations (including
building materials and construction of exhibits)

Equipment, property, or other capital purchases

Museum or library acquisitions, except in unusual circumstances

Creation and performance of arts programs

Projects that would raise funds for profit-making groups or commercial purposes
Meals or refreshments for an audience

Alcoholic beverages or entertainment costs

Candidates running for political office

Fiscal agent and fiscal sponsor fees

Costs for activities performed by federal entities or personnel

Projects that fall outside of the humanities; the creation or performance of art; creative
writing, autobiographies, memoirs, and creative nonfiction; policy studies; and social
science research that does not address humanistic questions and/or utilize humanistic
methods

Arts vs. Humanities considerations

The arts and humanities are notthe same, which is why Montana is served by both an arts
council and Humanities Montana. Arts programs usually focus on creation and performance.
Humanities programs focus on the interpretive aspects of the arts: discussions about their
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