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For Immediate Release	

THE [SPONSORING ORGANIZATION] HOSTS MONTANA CONVERSATIONS “MONTANA’S POET LAUREATE” WITH ALLEN MORRIS JONES

[City–date]

The (your sponsoring organization) hosts Montana Conversation “Montana’s Poet Laureate” with Allen Morris Jones on (date of program). The program is at (location) on (time of program). The presentation is free and open to the public. Funding for the Montana Conversations program is provided by Humanities Montana through grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities, Montana’s Cultural Trust, the Heyneman Foundation and private donations. We are funded in part by coal severance taxes paid based upon coal mined in Montana and deposited in Montana’s cultural and aesthetic projects trust fund.

Montana Poet Laureate Allen Morris Jones has used storytelling as a foundation for his work across several literary forms, including novels, children’s books, personal essays, and, of course, poetry. 

Over the course of an hour, Allen will offer a compelling presentation that describes his personal journey toward finding the essential, irreducible elements of storytelling, a reading from his own, autobiographical poetry, demonstrating how we can find narratives in various aspects of our own lives, and a solicitation of stories from the audience, with prompts to help them get started telling their own stories. We live surrounded by stories. They shape our lives and tell us who we are, where we come from, and where we might be going. Some stories unite us as communities while personal stories inform our sense of self. Who has impacted our lives? What places have shaped us?

Widely published across genres and forms, Allen Morris Jones is the author of three novels, three children’s books, a highly regarded look at the ethics of hunting, an award-winning collection of poetry, and more than 100 published personal essays, profiles, short stories, and other incidental pieces. His first novel, “Last Year’s River,” was selected by Barnes and Noble for its Discover Great New Writers program; his second novel, “A Bloom of Bones,” was recognized as a Montana Book Award honor book. His recent poetry collection, “Mumblecusser,” was both a High Plains Book Award winner as well as a Montana Book Award honor book. His first children’s book, “Montana for Kids,” won a Spur Award from the Western Writers of America. With William Kittredge, he edited The Best of Montana’s Short Fiction. He has worked as a magazine editor (Big Sky Journal), as an acquisitions editor (Lyons Press / Globe Pequot Press), small press publisher (Bangtail Press), and as a Communications Director for Montana State University. A graduate of the University of Montana in Missoula and Livingston’s Park High, he currently lives in Bozeman with his wife and teenage son.

For more information, please call [sponsoring organization] at [phone number].
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