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For Immediate Release

THE [YOUR SPONSORING ORGANIZATION] HOSTS MONTANA CONVERSATION “EVELYN’S WATER: THE WOMAN WHO SANG WITH FERLIN HUSKY” WITH PHILIP BURGESS
[CITY DATE]
The [SPONSORING ORG] hosts Montana Conversation “Evelyn’s Water: The Woman Who Sang with Ferlin Husky” with Philip Burgess on [date of program]. The program is at [location of program] at [time of program]. The presentation is free and open to the public. Funding for Montana Conversations is provided by Humanities Montana through grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities, Montana’s Cultural Trust, and private donations.
Burgess tells the story of Evelyn, a woman-child who came out to eastern Montana in 1911 and, at the age of fifteen, married a homesteader named James Moore. She immediately became pregnant, but they lost their homestead before she could give birth. James and Evelyn spent the next ten years living in shacks on rented land and working for other farmers, with Evelyn taking a break every year or two to have a baby, until they were able to buy another farm in 1922. Drought caused crop failure after crop failure, and in 1934 Evelyn launched a one-woman letter-writing campaign to convince the government to build an irrigation project for the area. Her letters bore no fruit until 1935 when, in desperation, she wrote to Eleanor Roosevelt, figuring that if she wrote to the president, “It would perhaps go in the waste basket.” Mrs. Roosevelt replied immediately, and two weeks later the feds showed up on Evelyn’s doorstep, and the project was begun. It was about this time that Evelyn had the last of her eleven children, all of them born at home, and only four of them with a doctor present.

In l962, Evelyn was selected Montana’s Mother of the Year and flown to New York where she and similarly honored women from other states were guests at a luncheon where she sat at table with John Glenn’s parents and sang a duet with Ferlin Husky.
Burgess of Missoula, Mont., is a veteran, poet, storyteller, ex-gypsy, ex-therapist, ex-cabdriver, et cetera, who still nourishes and honors his eastern Montana roots.  He is the author of the collection of poetry Badlands Child, and Penny Postcards and Prairie Flowers.
For more information, please call --the sponsoring organization– at --phone number--.
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Contact person:   --Project organizer and phone number--
