Sample Press Release
(Print your press release on your sponsoring organization’s letterhead

or include name, address, and phone number of your organization at the top of the release.) 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE (YOUR SPONSORING ORGANIZATION) HOSTS MONTANA CONVERSATION “FREEDOM OF SPEECH REQUIRES A FREE PRESS” WITH DARRELL EHRLICK
[City-Date]

The (your sponsoring organization) will host The Informed Citizen program “Freedom of Speech Requires a Free Press” with Darrell Ehrlick on (date of program). The program will be at (location) on (time of program). The presentation is free and open to the public. This program is part of the "Democracy and the Informed Citizen" Initiative, administered by the Federation of State Humanities Councils. The initiative seeks to deepen the public's knowledge and appreciation of the vital connections between democracy, the humanities, journalism, and an informed citizenry.
One of the most common complaints a newspaper editor hears is that she/he is violating a reader’s Constitutional right by not running his/her letter. Well, that’s not exactly what the First Amendment guarantees. Drawing upon real-life experiences, Ehrlick discusses what the roles and responsibilities of a free press are in light of the First Amendment, and what it doesn’t mean. He’ll also touch on the differences between journalism and media – and how the Constitutional guarantee of a free press, doesn’t guarantee the press’ existence. He’ll also discuss how social media helps and hinders journalism. During the presentation, he’ll share examples of being a newspaper editor in different states, and take questions and comments about covering the Treasure State, and the press’ role historically in Montana.
Darrell Ehrlick is Editor of The Billings Gazette.
# # #
For more information, please call (the sponsoring organization) at (phone number).

